Anything
But
Average

March 2009
VOL 26 EDITION 6
Official Publication
of the P76 Owners
Club of Victoria Inc.

Editorial
February has been a pretty quiet month although it
seems to have flown by rather quickly. We went to the
Hanging Rock display which was huge as usual. David
mounted the attachment point for the baby seat in the
back of the P and Elliott enjoyed his first ride in the P76!
He slept most of the way there and home. Unfortunately
we were had the only P76 on display but it was good to
see a lot of interest in the car. As we drove in the gate,
one of the officials even commented how great it was to
see a P on club plates and in attendance. As usual, we
placed a couple of past mags on the windscreen for
passers-by to have a look through and it was great to
see that only one was left at the end of the day. It was also encouraging that there were so
many cars at this event as it was held the day after what has become known as “Black
Saturday”, the worst bushfires we have seen. Hopefully all of our members (and their
vehicles) have remained safe. Unfortunately, a cousin of mine was killed in a car accident
that occurred as she was driving to help others fight the fires. Our deepest sympathy’s are
with are with Roz’s family at this difficult time and to everyone touched by these attrocious
fires. Thanks to Rob and Sonya Jones from the NZ club who contacted me to enquire about
our welfare and that of our club members. Very thoughtful.
Other than that, I’m not sure what I’ve been doing! We haven’t bought any cars or
mixmasters or attended any other events. David went to the Ballarat swap meet last
weekend. Elliott and I gave it a miss this year but have been out and about. In between
shopping and mothers group we’ve been to Seymour, Werribee, Geelong and into the city to
visit my work collegues. Luckily, Elliott loves being in the car! He’s a placid little boy and
even though he doesn’t sleep that much, he’s usually content to be in the same room as me.
I’m very lucky!
Next month we’re heading to Phillip Island for the Shannon’s Phillip Island Classic. David’s in
the process of preparing Phil’s gearbox ready for the big race. Being the 50th anniversary of
the Mini, an all Mini regularity race will also be held. Phil’s wife Lee will be hitting the track in
the race car for this. Good luck to both of you!
Now for the club business… I have ammended the Events Calendar quite a lot this month as
I have come across a lot of swap meets happening throughout the state. In fact, April seems
to be swap meet month with several happening on the same day The biggest item on the
event calendar is the Anzac Day Weekend run. John is in the process of preparing the
itinerary for the weekend and we will send the details in a special mail-out to members. As a
rough guide, we will be taking the reverse route to last year - through Gippsland, over the
mountains and back to Melbourne. The Wangaratta swap meet is on Sunday, I believe we’re
staying at Dinner Plain again and although there is no public holiday this year, there may be
some events in Gippsland on the Friday for anyone who is interested. Even if you don’t come
along for the whole trip, perhaps you could catch the convoy for a leg. Without a doubt, it
will be a great weekend!
This mag contains a lot of information from your friendly committee including an article by
Martyn focusing on the direction of the club with regards to parts sales and re-manufacture
as well as the vehicle register. I’ve also included an article prepared by Phil McCumisky
about the RACV Australia Day Display in the Domain.
Please note, I have changed the deadline for the
magazine.
If
you
are
sending
articles,
information or items for sale, please ensure they
get to me by the last Monday of the month.
This allows me a little more time to compile the
mag in between looking after Elliott.
Until next month,
Rachel

Please send all magazine contributions,
including advertisements, to the editor:
91 Stockdale Av, Bentleigh East, 3165 or
Email: leylandp76@gmail.com
Deadline: Last Monday of Every month

Events Calendar
March 2009
1

Sunday

2

Monday

14-15
29

Weekend
Sunday

RACV-AOMC Classic Showcase 2009
National Steam Centre, 1200 Ferntree Gully Rd, Scoresby
Monthly Committee Meeting
6pm dinner, 7pm meeting, South Oakleigh Club, 1 Victor Rd,
Bentleigh East
Shannon's Phillip Island Classic
Phillip Island Race Circuit
Cranbourne Swap Meet - Cranbourne Racecourse

April 2009
4
5

Saturday
Sunday

5

Sunday

5

Sunday

Horsham Market & Swap Meet - Horsham Showgrounds 6am
Morwell Swap Meet
Latrobe Valley Branch of Gippsland Historical Automobile Club
Inc. Toners Lane, Morwell. From 7am
Castlemaine Swap Meet - Castlemaine Showgrounds from
6am
Shannons-AOMC American Motor Show

Monday

Flemington Racecourse Members Carpark. 10am to 3:30pm $15
entry
Monthly Committee Meeting

Weekend

6pm dinner, 7pm meeting, South Oakleigh Club, 1 Victor Rd,
Bentleigh East
Easter P76 Get-together - Gunnedah

26

Sunday

Wangaratta Swap Meet - Wangaratta Showgrounds

26

Sunday

All Makes Swap Meet - Sandown Racecourse 8:30am

26

Sunday

Lancefield Swap Meet - Lancefield Park

Weekend

P76 Tour
Anzac day long weekend. Stay tuned for details

6

10-12

24-26

May 2009
4

Monday

9

Sunday

17

Sunday

17

Sunday

30-31

Weekend

Monthly Committee Meeting
6pm dinner, 7pm meeting, South Oakleigh Club, 1 Victor Rd,
Bentleigh East
Geelong Bay City Swap Meet
Contact Western District Historic Vehicle Club (03) 5259 2053
Pakenham Swap Meet - Pakenham Racecourse
RACV-AOMC Classic Showcase 2009
Flemington Racecourse Carpark
33rd Historic Winton
Winton Motor Raceway

June 2009
1

Monday

Monthly Committee Meeting
6pm dinner, 7pm meeting, South Oakleigh Club, 1 Victor Rd,
Bentleigh East

President’s Page
Not a lot to talk about this month – Work is
keeping me very busy, and this is likely to
be the case until the end of March, so Club
business will have to take a back seat for a
few weeks. Rick, our Vice President will be
keeping the chair warm until I get back into
the swing of things.
I have to earn enough this year to do all the
work on Big Bird that will be needed to get it
to the 2010 Nationals, (and maybe win a
prize!!)
One thing I have asked our committee to
examine is a way in which our club can make
a contribution to the Bush Fire victims. I am
sure all our members have felt the anguish
that the victims must be enduring, and that
we have all made some individual contribution, however I think we as a club can also contribute
in some way. More on that in next month’s mag when the committee have had a look at the best
way we can help, and possibly give our club a bit of public exposure.
Martyn, on my behalf did a ring around of any of our club members that live in the bush fire
areas (such as John Ernst who lives in Churchill) and thankfully none of our members or families
was injured or suffered property loss. Steve Maher from the Sydney club sent me an email
asking after our members and offering help if required – a very nice and much appreciated
gesture – thanks Steve to you and all the NSW P76 club members.
Martyn, our club registrar, has submitted a couple of good articles this month. The one on the
club register I found particularly interesting. This register is full of interesting information about
the cars belonging to our members, so if anyone hasn’t sent in the details of the cars, then I
would encourage you to do so. Don’t forget, the P76 was a very important part of Australia’s
motoring history, and it is the type of information that is in our register that motoring historians
and authors will find most useful in the future.
Well that’s about all I have time for this month.
Stay safe
Ken

A few thoughts for today…

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

A penny saved is a government oversight.
He who hesitates is probably right.
The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a replacement.
Did you ever notice the Roman numerals for 40 are XL?
If you think there is good in everybody, you haven’t met everybody.
If you can smile when things go wrong, you have someone in mind to blame.
The older we get, the fewer things seem worth waiting in line for.
When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to your youth, think of algebra.
Being young is beautiful but being old is comfortable.
Long ago when men cursed and beat the ground with sticks it was called witchcraft.
Today it’s called golf.
Thanks, Brian!

As elected members of the committee we often make decisions that affect the well being
and financial health of the club in general. If you have been following the minutes of the
committee meetings you would know that the club has worked very hard to place our club
in a sustainable comfortable financial position. Much of these funds have come not from
the 2007 increase in subscriptions but from the provision of second hand parts to
members through some canny opportunistic purchases of New Old Stock and through
generous donations from current and former members.
It’s not much use looking at a bank balance if you don’t use it to further the club aims
through services to the membership. While it is necessary and responsible to maintain the
club in healthy financial position it is obvious that subscriptions cannot alone sustain the
club. It is therefore necessary to maintain a healthy status quo by investing in things that
will achieve the club aims and assist members to maintain their vehicles as they age
(Along with their owners) while also ensuring a return that will sustain a healthy bank
balance. This way this investment will not simply be a one off splurge.
To date the Committee has invested in your magazine “Anything but Average”, which was
by far the biggest drain on our financial resources. This investment has provided you a
quality production commensurate with this technological day and age by purchasing a
printer (Cost of which will be amortized over three years) and software capable of
producing the quality you now expect. While some members prefer and still receive their
Magazine by post, costs have been reducing through electronic delivery of high quality
color files by email. Despite the initial investment and the on going cost of consumables
this strategy has served to contain costs to a manageable sustainable level, given the
current membership numbers of the club, while achieving our quality objectives.
As always the Magazine will only be as good as the content, stories and ramblings of the
membership. Keep those stories coming in we can guarantee they will be aired subject to
editing, for political correctness and good taste.
The Committee has also reviewed the Clubs banking strategy to ensure that, is a small
way, the Club funds are working for us. This is being accomplished by maintaining a
cheque account and an interest bearing saving investment account managed by the
Treasurer.
A small amount of our funds has been invested in the software development of the club
Data Base. The aim of the data base is to record the history of the P76 and in particular
the Victorian Owners Cub as per the Club Aims.

The data base contains a Members Details section and a Vehicle Register.
These two sections of the data base link to provide a history of ownership including dealer
sales and delivery.

As with any Data Base it is only as good as the information it contains. If you haven’t
already please provide the following information to the Registrar

•

From the Vehicle Identification plate in the Engine Bay

Your Vehicles VIN Number
Engine Number – Get it off the engine or
it may be identified on your rego Sticker.

Date of Manufacture
Summary of the Car Model, Engine Type,
Transmission Type, Ext Color, Interior
Color and condition (i.e. Excellent Fair,
Restorable,
Parts
Only)
and
accessories/features

•

•
•

If you have your original Dealers Hand Book either scan and send a copy, or email,
phone, write or carrier pigeon details to the Registrar of
o Original Owner (If not you)
o Original Selling Dealer
o Original Engine No. (if not the same as the one you have now)
If you have any tit bits on the history of your car, i.e. previous owner or “it was once
used by the Queen to do a circuit at Mt Panorama, let us know.
If you have any pictures of your car send them in. Emailed electronically is preferred
buy if you like just send a photo we can scan it. Pictures are stored in the data base
along with your car details.
All of this information is used to establish a profile and history of your car.
Please be assured that your private contact details will not be given out to anyone
without your written consent.

Much of the clubs good financial position is due to the sale of parts many of which
have been donated to the club and/or obtained/purchased through shrewd wheeling
and dealing. Let’s not forget that we have also had a lot of luck along the way. Our
next proposal for investment is to look at the remanufacture of certain parts to be
made available to club members at very reasonable prices (Near Cost).
An investment such as this requires you the member to tell us what you want. We
obviously have to be careful about what we commit to by asking pertinent questions
such as;

•
•
•
•
•

What are the parts that our members would like to see the most
Does one of the other state clubs already supply this through their own
remanufacturing programs? (Why Re-invent Wheels)
Are these parts commercially available?
Can we produce a small run at a sustainable price (It’s pointless placing all your
cash in assets you cannot sell)?
If we produce the part can we sell it to the other clubs?

We have already committed to the purchase of 5 laminated windscreens and have
member orders for 1 of these already. It is expected that they will sell for $120 each.
If you want one please contact Marcus as we may still be able to get more.
David has arranged for refurbishment/re-plating of door light switches. These are
available though Marcus or David for a small charge and on an exchange basis.
With your feedback and help the committee would like to develop a shortlist of parts
required by members that we can investigate.
Please provide your suggestions and feedback for consideration at the April
Committee Meeting by emailing or phoning any of the committee members. Some
suggestions are;

•
•
•
•

Re-Manufacture Sill Finishers
Reco Steering Wheels
Re-Manufacture Number Plate Lenses
Reco Steering Intermediate Shaft

We would like to ensure that whatever the outcome that it will have the biggest
impact in achieving our club aims in assisting our membership in the preservation of
the P76.
With sustainability as a key litmus test if you have any other suggestions on how the
Club may wisely invest your member funds to the benefit of all members please
contact a member of your Committee to register your idea. There would be no point
going off on a one off spending spree however all suggestions will be aired at the April
Committee Meeting and a status (Yes/No/Why) report on each will be posted into the
Minutes and included in “Anything but Average”.
Just like the Federal Governments program this is your chance to stimulate the
economy and have your say. Get involved, in the P76 20/20 Parts Summit and above
all by Australian; invest in your Australian car and buy P76 parts.
Your Committee

Australia Day at the Domain
Monday Jan 26th 2009
By Philip McCumisky
The writer was invited to exhibit at the above event. I entered
my Leyland 3M26.
As it turned out I was the only Leyland P76 owner able to attend the event. Martyn and Silvia
Hayes invited me to stay with them on the Sunday night at Lara and Martyn was then able to
come with me to the Domain, with the P76 display board, to attend the day. Martyn returned
to Lara by train and the club display board stayed with me, in case someone is looking for it.
We arrived at the Domain and were allocated a nice shady spot on one of the park footpaths
and set the car up with the P76 Club display board and the deck chairs and enjoyed the
pleasant weather. There were many lookers, some not so nice comments (always some
decedents of the seventies journalists/politicians seem to attend car displays). Those
comments were far outweighed by those who had a very good memory of the Leyland P76 cars
generally. Seems to always be the case with a not so common car that they generate a great
deal of interest and you always hear items about them that only owners and those who had
anything to do with the cars at length are able to tell you. The car was the subject of many
photo shots on the day.
One of the “chatters” on the day had been directly associated with Evan Green during his
heyday and was able to tell is of his exploits with the P76 and other cars first hand. This man
is a Lancia enthusiast and owns quite a few of them. He also took a member form with him as
he wants to buy a Targa Florio.
I have found that a factual information board that I display for the benefit of on-lookers, is
always well received (saves a lot of talking!!) Any questions are then as a result of what they
have read rather than what they have heard. Mostly this results in the interested party leaving
with a better appreciation of the history of the car.
The display at the Domain always seems to bring out a great selection that normally spends
time locked away in garages all over the place, late thirties Lincoln, V12, six wheel equipped,
coupe, huge car, real car! Ex Vic Police 1963/66 Studebaker chase cars as equipped in their
day with all the bells and whistles; Good selection of Mercedes Benz from the late fifties
through to the late seventies; Oldsmobiles 1947 to 1952; Plenty of imported Fords from the
fifties, mostly the Vicky models; Austin A30/35’s; a nice known A105 Westminster; not many
Chevs this year; A nice known Humber Vogue, Sceptre; A Singer Gazelle (sedan version of the
Sunbeam Rapier with the same mechanicals); Not many Holdens either this time around; a
few cars from the Mopar range; A collection of antique cars of various makes, most likely
members of the RACV “old boys” club. Really nice exhibits (cars, not the members!)
The return trip was also un-eventful. Back to the Echuca Car Club Australia Day celebrations at
the River Park in Moama, NSW, where the writer enjoyed the company of fellow members at
the BBQ on a pleasant evening.
The P76 Club really needs to make an effort to attend these public functions, many clubs are
always represented every year. We must fly the flag!
This event really puts the car up front and centre, especially when you experience the interest
shown in what is the last of the truly Australian designed and built cars.
Martyn Hayes will concur that the presence of the P76 generated a lot of interest. The club
display board together with my “facts” board on the P76 history and general history that I
carry with me to all events was well read by many on-lookers. This also resulted in may people
coming forward to tell us stories on their experiences with P76’s.
On the day, Martyn handed out quite a few applications to join the P76 club (our scout fees will
be submitted to the club in due course!!)
David Walker was there on the day, but we did not see him as we were out looking when he
came by and took a photo of my 3M23 which I saw on the cover of the magazine when I
received it some few days later. Thank you David for the photo shot!

Out of the Shed…CARS
NEW!! 4 speed Super V8 Country Cream, brown interior. 30,996 miles. Has been
off the road since '94 prior to that was a one owner car very carefully looked after.
Since 94 has been undercover and given a run occasionally. Excellent condition both
inside and out, motor running perfectly no rust. No reg or RWC, $10,000 negotiable.
Ring Kevin on (03) 53982136 Warracknabeal Victoria.
Immaculate Crystal White Deluxe 6 cylinder with luxury
pack. 4-speed transmission and floor shift. Original
condition throughout, no rust. 38,910 miles. Built 8/73 and
first reg 8/73 - LPB 053. Now on club plates. RWC supplied.
Concourse winner 2006 – Best 6 cyl $5,500 ONO
Nutmeg V8 Auto Restorer. Restoration started years ago,
but still sitting in shed. Rust free with all parts available in
good condition. Buyer able to select from all new and
second hand parts in collection as well as old vehicles.
$2,500 ONO
Or Enthusiasts Package! Take the lot, both cars and parts
$7,000 Graeme 03 5762 4093 or 0407 500 439
Please visit http://www.leylandp76.itgo.com/general/forsale/forsale.html for more
cars

Out of the Shed…PARTS
VICTORIAN CLUB PARTS. Full listings of all parts available have been sent to
members. Please contact Marcus to make a purchase.

In to the Shed…(Wanted)
RH door, complete with handle, preferably NV Green. Contact Joe Blitz 9379 4583
Automatic transmission & Twin carburetor set to suit 4 cylinder Marina, Genuine
set of Leyland P76 rubber floormats, NOS Marina/Force 7 steering wheel centre, NOS
or very good S/H “Parchment” rear parcel shelf lining to suit P76, BMC Hydrolastic
suspension pump. Please contact David 0409 675 648
Various parts Philip McCumisky 03 5484
Two fuel cap spill trays
Eight head light wire guard protectors
External insect screen for Super grille

2020
One set of Glove box mirror Kits
Force 7 steering wheel
Executive spare tyre cover & strap

Targa Florio in good condition. Must be well presented - David 0409 675 648
If your advertised items sell, you wish to re-advertise or if you have new items you
wish to advertise, please send details, including pictures, to the Editor. Items for sale
and wanted will only be advertised for THREE months.

Minutes of the Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria
Committee Meeting 2-2-09
The President declared the meeting open at 7:20pm.
Present
President
Secretary
Parts & Tech
Registrar
Apologies

Ken Western
David Walker
N/A
Martyn Hayes
Marcus Kneebone

Vice President
Editor
Social Secretary
Treasurer
Club Members

Rick Perceval
Rachel Walker
John Ernst
Silvia Hayes
Elliott Walker

Previous Minutes
The minutes of the last committee meeting dated 3-11-08 were tabled, and were accepted as a true record.
Proposed:
Rachel
Seconded: David
Passed
Business arising
•
Club stockpile of parts - counted & itemised
•
Club Domain name purchased
Correspondence
IN: •
Interstate Club mags
•
Donation & Christmas card from Lottie Wallace
•
Letter from Rare Spares
•
Emails received regarding: P76 Yearbook, P76 place of purchase details & Easter 09 P76 meeting

OUT: •

•
•

Emails sent to: WA club re: clubs contact details & Michael Clark re: Yellow pages contact
Copy of Gavin Farmers P76 book sent to Sacramento Motor museum USA
Club magazine sent to current financial members

Reports
President:

Ken commented on yet another successful club concourse. Venue to be changed for next
year. Possible venues - Southbank, Docklands & Gembrook.
Value of clubs parts inventory to be added to clubs assets - Silvia to respond

Vice President:

Nothing to report

Treasurer

Detailed treasurers report provided
Transferred excess funds from cheque acc into savings acc. $2,000 avail in cheque acc

Editor

Club magazines sent to current financial members
Email magazines & letter sent to interstate clubs - no response - Interstate clubs that have
not responded will no longer be sent club magazine. Ken to send final reminder letter.

Parts and Tech

Not available

Registrar

50 paid members -2 life members
Clubs P76 database modified to include where car was purchased from. Martyn to write
article about database for next magazine

Secretary

David enjoyed concourse but agrees venue is uninspiring and is all for a new, much more
exposed site close to the CBD.
Looking forward to club display a Hanging rock & Historic race meeting coming up in march
at Phillip island - Will be racing the Mini
Details of current Committee ‘update’ form to be sent to AMOC

Social Secretary

Interesting car shows coming up for 2009, details to come in next club magazine.

General Business
•

•

C.A.M.S Affiliation - Discussion was held and it was decided that due to the costs involved it was not worth
the club pursuing CAMS membership. Any motor sport events the club wishes to be involved with can be
covered under another clubs CAMS membership for the moment.
Nationals 2010 - Planning/Agenda for travel to & from event discussed and sub committee created
- John & Rick to head committee to organise trip

•

Country members - Ken to discuss options with Phil

•

Discussion about the club website to provide feedback for webmaster. New domain name purchased, Ken
to pass on details to Rick. Current events to be updated on national forum & our current club forum
(created & run by Rick) to be linked to the National forum. Rick to add a disclaimer to club website to
cover club/committee from comments made on National Forum.

•

David & Ken attended AMOC AGM. Presentation on Car club insurance discussed and representative talked
about Professional Indemnity Insurance for committee members. John proposed that we purchase P.I.I for
our club. Seconded by David - Passed. David to respond

•

Club Rules. Working party of Ken, Rachel & Rick to create Rules ASAP.

•

P76 Windscreens may be available though a contact of David’s. Proposal by Rick to purchase 5 screens to
be made available for purchase to club members. Seconded by Martyn. Passed David to respond

Close of Business
The Meeting was closed at 9:00pm
The next committee meeting will be held at the SOC on the 2nd of March from 7pm

VICTORIAN

P76

OWNERS CLUB

Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria Inc
Membership Application and Renewal Form 2008/2009
The Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria is dedicated to the preservation, support of
enthusiasts and history of this ground breaking car. You are invited to join the club or
renew your membership and share your passion for the car with others. The Annual
Membership fee for 2008/2009 is $60.
Please mail this membership form along with a cheque or money order payable to the
Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria to the Registrar:
Martyn Hayes
245 Windermere Rd
Lara Victoria 3212
Ph 0407170691
Email gabbler76dictum@dodo.com.au

Surname

Given Names

Postal Address

Home Phone

Preferred/ Nickname

Town/City/Suburb

Business Phone

Mobile Phone

Date of Birth

State

Postcode

Email

Preferences (Please Circle Appropriate response)

Initial

• I would like to receive Club Correspondence and Magazines by Email
• I give permission for my contact details to be provided to other club
members for the conduct of Club Business

Y

N

Y

N

All personal information, contact and vehicle details provided by club members will be held on the
club data base controlled by the Registrar. This information will used by the Committee for club
contact and planning purposes and to facilitate Inter-Member contact (Where specific permission is
obtained by the Registrar). This information will not be on forwarded to third parties.

I …………………………………………, agree to abide by the rules of the Leyland P76 Owners Club
of Victoria and work towards the fulfilment of the objectives of the club.

Signed: …………………………………….

Date: ………………………………

Leyland P76

“Henry Ford’s model T has been voted car of the century. Yet the
standout candidate did not even rate a mention. Organisers trotted
out plausible justification for their choice: its assembly line
production and affordability for the masses. But these are trivial
innovations compared to the edge of the seat excitement and redhot flair of Leyland’s P76”
The Australian – date unknown.

Join the Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria. We will assist you to acquire one of the classic cars,
and also to maintain it. The club is a source of tech tips, parts and social get-togethers to celebrate
this great Australian historical car. Contact Martyn on 03 52823158 for more information.

