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Editorial
Editorial
Welcome to the June edition of Anything but Average.
I’m not really sure where this year is going. It feels like only a week has passed
since I was putting the May mag together. Not much has changed, there are still
two rooms filled with boxes, one being the study which is not conducive to easy
magazine production.
As I mentioned last mag, we headed to
Winton in late May for Historic Winton. David
had spent much of his time in the past month
building the new engine for Phil’s race car
and it was finally time to see if he had put all
the parts back together properly! I didn’t go
to the race track on Saturday, choosing
instead to spend the day shopping and
watching movies, so I had to wait for David’s
call to find out how Phil went. You’ll have to
flick forward a couple of pages to David’s
Secretary’s Report to see how Phil went.

Phil - too fast for film!!

Historic Winton seems to get bigger and bigger every year.
There were so many fantastic cars on display including a
great display from the Austin Healey Club who is
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Austin Healy Sprite,
one of my favourite cars. We’ve often looked at buying a
Bug-Eye and we will eventually. Maybe when we have a big
shed…
David’s started playing with the Marina engine again. I think my editorial from last
month has motivated him again. So I thought I might just mention it again to keep
the momentum going.
The magazine feels a bit light on this month. I’ve had a few contributions from
members but not much more than a trickle. I urge you all to put pen to paper and
create entertainment for your fellow members. I’ll accept stories, tech tips, event
coverage (because we don’t make it to everything), jokes, ramblings, gossip,
whatever you have for me. The magazine relies on member contributions and the
more I get the easier my job is, or the succeeding editor, seeing as this is the last
magazine before the AGM elections.
Which reminds me, you should have received your AGM invitations, proxy votes and
nomination forms. I hope it’s marked in your diaries. If you have any additional
agenda items, please send them to the Secretary as soon as possible.
The AGM is your chance to be heard. All committee positions are open and written
nomination forms should be returned to the Secretary by July 19. If for some
reason, and it better be a good one, you can’t make it, please forward your proxy
vote forms to the Secretary.
And don’t forget the Shannon’s Classic Australian Car Show. Some of our country
members are planning on staying on after the AGM and make a whole weekend of
it!
Enjoy the mag and I’ll see you all
at the AGM.
Rachel

Please send all magazine contributions,
including advertisements, to the editor:
91 Stockdale Av, Bentleigh East, 3165 or
Email: leylandp76@gmail.com
Deadline for contributions: First Friday of Every month

Events Calendar
July 2008
7

Monday

19

Saturday

20

Sunday

Monthly Committee Meeting
6pm dinner, 7pm meeting, South Oakleigh Club, 1 Victor Rd,
Bentleigh East
2008 Annual General Meeting
11am South Oakleigh Club, 1 Victor Rd, Bentleigh East
Shannons Classic Australian Car Show
Flemington Racecourse Nursery Car Park. 10am to 3pm

August 2008
4

Monday

Monthly Committee Meeting
6pm dinner, 7pm meeting, South Oakleigh Club, 1 Victor Rd,
Bentleigh East

September 2008
1

14

Monday

Sunday

Monthly Committee Meeting
6pm dinner, 7pm meeting, South Oakleigh Club, 1 Victor Rd,
Bentleigh East
Shepparton Swap Meet
DECA, Shepparton

October 2008
5

Sunday

6

Monday

18-19

Weekend

Euroa Show 'n' Shine
10am to 3:30pm
Monthly Committee Meeting
6pm dinner, 7pm meeting, South Oakleigh Club, 1 Victor Rd,
Bentleigh East
Melbourne to Maffra Rally
Details to follow closer to the date

November 2008
3

8
TBA

Monday

Monthly Committee Meeting

Saturday

6pm dinner, 7pm meeting, South Oakleigh Club, 1 Victor Rd,
Bentleigh East
Bendigo Swap Meet
Bendigo Showgrounds. More details closer to the date.
Annual Concourse & Display
Details to follow closer to the date

Coming Events
Annual General Meeting
Saturday July 19, 11am MARK YOUR DIARIES
Yes, it’s that time of year again. This years AGM will
be held at the South Oakleigh Club, Bentleigh East.
Although the meeting won’t officially open until 11
am, please ensure you arrive early enough to grab a
cuppa and have a quick chat. A finger food lunch,
tea and coffee will be provided.
You should also receive an agenda. The AGM is your
chance to have a say so please consider whether
there is anything that needs to be raised at the AGM.
REMINDER: All written nominations, proxy votes
and agenda items should be sent to The Secretary
before July 19, 2008.
Please note that the invitation states proxy
votes and nominations should be received by
the 12th of July. This has been extended to
the 19th.

Please send all written nominations and
agenda items to the secretary:
David Walker
91 Stockdale Av, Bentleigh East, 3165

Shannons Classic Australian Car Show
Sunday July 20, 11am
The flyer states that all the Great Australian makes will be
there - Holden, Falcon and Valiant!! Let’s make sure there
are some Leylands too!
If you’re coming to Melbourne for the AGM, perhaps you can
find somewhere to stay and make a weekend of it!
Flemington Racecourse. 9:30am entry for display cars.
Display vehicles will be charged $12 (including two adults) or
$12 each. Children free.

Euroa Show ‘n’ Shine
Sunday October 5, 10am to 3:30pm
This is Victoria’s fastest
growing Show ‘n’ Shine. Last
year over 1,150 cars and
300 motor bikes were in
attendance. Catering for all
car types, there will also be
a jumping castle, rocker
cover races, farm animals,
modified tractors, a craft
market and much more!
Entry by gold coin donation.

RANTINGS OF A P NUT
The Secretary’s Report
Hello everyone, my apologies for taking so long to write my secretaries report, I have
been busy! Firstly, I would like to remind you that the most important club event for
the year is almost upon us, the Annual General Meeting. Details were in the last
magazine and will be in this one too, and Nomination forms and an invitation have been
sent separately to make sure everyone can have their say on the day. Lunch and drinks
will be provided so come along and support you club. Please make sure you get your
nomination forms back to me by the 19th of July, 2008.
The last few months I have
been busy moving house and
preparing a new engine for a
race car owned by a good
buddy of mine Phil Reynolds.
Moving house as usual is hard
work and it took us 3 days to
move and clean up the house
and another 3 days to move all
the cars and the contents of
my garage! I currently have 4
engine rebuilds on the go and
the Mini Cooper S motor was
top priority as the car needed
to be finished so it could race
at the annual Historic Winton
race meeting.

Phil’s in number 18

Most of the parts were packed into boxes and naturally got mixed up during transit, and
to make things harder I needed to “arrange” benches, lights, shelving etc. so the
assembly of the engine took some time, many nights in fact outside in the middle of
winter in my unheated garage until 1 in the morning.
I finally got it finished and the car went off to Winton to go racing. Friday was practice
all day so Phil took the car out for 2/10 lap sessions and got a feel for the new engine
while running it in. As I was at work I awaited the phone call to tell me everything was
ok and luckily the engine went well enough considering it was still brand new.
The following day I joked that now Phil had a new, much more powerful engine he may
crack the top 10. We laughed and he said he would do his best so watching the
qualifying race I saw Phil unleash the full power of the little beast and qualify 8th
outright. Needless to say, we were happy with the result and awaited the 1st race later
that day.
Watching the main race time stood still as I
watched my hard work pay off as the little giant
killer passed car after car to finally finish 4th
outright. This was Phils best result ever and he was
pushing the top 3 Mini Cooper S race cars in
Australia. The following day we had the same
results and with some minor tuning and
adjustments I’m sure Phil will take a trophy home
at the next race meeting. Gook luck Phil!!!

I have finally made a start on Rachel’s Marina
motor, sort of. When I have time I have been
building shelves/sorting parts etc in my new
larger garage so I have gathered all the lost
parts together for the little E series engine and
finally have made a start, though its only
minor, it’s a start. I cleaned the engine block
and installed the new main bearings and
checked all the clearances. Now I can install
the crankshaft… I’m taking lots of photos so I’ll
do an article soon.
Marcus contacted me recently (many, many
times actually) asking me to come and have a
look at an electrical problem in his lovely V8 Deluxe. When you turn the key the starter
relay would operate but the starter wouldn’t. We originally thought it was a starter
solenoid problem but this wasn’t the case. The relay was working but when we checked
the wiring at the solenoid there was a large amount of voltage drop, enough to not
trigger the starter motor. The wiring is all original in Marcus’s car and the starter wire
(white with red trace) is quite a small wire. We decided to replace this wire with a
larger grade to stop the voltage drop so I carefully replaced the original with the new
wire with nice soldered end’s and some heat shrink. Marcus’s car is very much
unmodified so I was particular to make no trace of my work visible and to look under
the bonnet now you cannot tell I have been there! There was even some unused wiring
from a previous electric fuel pump and some spotlights that I removed and I tidied up
the rest so now the wiring loom is much better. It’s funny how you can improve a cars
wiring solely by removing what an auto electrician has done in the past and putting it
back to the way it left the factory!
The day after the Annual General Meeting the Shannons Classic Car show is on at the
Flemington Racecourse. Please bring your P76 along and join the club display, we
currently have 5 P76’s going including Marcus’s and my own P76 so come along and
enjoy a really good car show. Each year this show gets better and the response from
the Holden/Ford/Valiant guys is really good, they’re always excited to see the other
Great Australian made car, the P76!
I was given another Mini Van recently,
slightly rusty but still very collectible
and worth saving. This car would have
been scraped if I didn’t say yes to
taking it so that’s one more rare and
valuable car saved.
It looks like the value of our P76’s is
starting to rise so hopefully we will see
a few of these backyard treasures
finally coming out from under a tarp
and maybe a resurgence of interest in
the P76 will bring some new members
to our club.
Hope to catch up with you at the AGM.
Regards, David.

Did the P76 V8 Start as a BMW Engine?
This was a bit of a hot topic at the Nationals. The controversy started as a trivia
question, which seemed straight forward at the time, but quickly turned into a heated
debate.
The following article will either convince others of the origins of the P78 V8 or
exacerbate the existing arguments.
The following article was published in the Classic and Sportscar Magazine in May 1984.
I’d like to express my thanks to John Beatie for passing the article on for publication in
our magazine.

Odds ‘n’ Sods
Question…
Can you fit a 5kg dryer in the back of a P76?
Unfortunately, not quite. It fits in but the boot
doesn’t quite shut. We found this out on a recent
trip to Harvey Norman and were quite disappointed.
Though, others waiting to pick things up appeared
to be quite impressed and a little nostalgic.

Reminder to Members
Club membership for the 2007/2008 financial year is due by the end of July. A
renewal form can be found at the back of this magazine and should be
forwarded with the membership fee of $60 to the Registrar. Cheques should be
made payable to: Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria.
As mentioned in recent magazines, current membership is essential for those
holding Club Permits.
If your membership lapses, so too does your club permit.

Another Great Shot…
This is a photo of Darren Holt’s 2 year old son,
Nicholas helping replace a P76 rear wheel after
servicing the brakes.
This photo was also featured on the front cover of the
April edition of the SA Club magazine.

Directory Service Tip
This is a tip that has been circulating for many years and was again recently
brought to my attention. You all probably know the Sock ads, advertising the
12456 directory assistance number for the “Numbers you Seek”. This is a
service provided by Sensis, a subsidiary of Telstra and what they don’t tell you
is that this service costs 40cents initially then 4cents per second!
They also don’t tell you that Telstra is required by law to provide a FREE
directory service. And, in fact they do.
Telstra’s free service can be accessed by calling 1223.
Thanks to Philip McCumisky for passing on this helpful tip.

Out of the Shed…CARS
NEW!

1974 Bold as Brass Executive V8 t-bar auto. Targa wheels,
electronic ignition, LPG. Currently unregistered, would require
some work. $1,500 Contact Rachel for further details. Photos
and more info available soon.

Oh Fudge Super V8 4-speed. Targa wheels, Force 7
steering wheel, rear venetian, car cover and more.
Currently on Club Permit, would require a RWC. $3,500
Graham 03 5482 3571 or 0428 823571
Five P76’s in various V8/6 cylinder configurations. Mostly complete but in a
very poor state of repair. $1,000 the lot! Name & phone number from Marcus

Marina 2 door Coupe 4cyl Good condition, no rust, mechanically sound. Close
to RWC. Faded paintwork. $500. Trevor 03 5348 5568
1974 Country Cream Deluxe 6cyl 3 speed
column shift manual. Interior in great
condition. 128k on the clock P76 076
A4S2N26 14192 3/74. Deceased estate.
$2,000 with spare car V8. Horsham. Les 03
5384 6313
Bitter Apricot Super V8 VHK453 column auto reco motor 40k ago, reco
gearbox 5k ago. Excellent brown interior, layback buckets, slight rust on
bottom door gas tank in date, new carpets, Venetian. September reg. Close to
RWC $3,500 ono. Jim McCarg 0418 507019.
1974 Country Cream Deluxe 4 on the floor V8, IBC933, engine number
44081146, after market air, super grill, fair imperial leather interior, fixed
buckets, tow bar, LSD. Bairnsdale. George Hammond 03 5152 3953.
1974 t-bar Super 6 Bold as Brass P76076 E4S3A26 8-74 18065. Excellent
condition 109k since new. Outstanding example both inside and out, engine
great, auto trans not so good $5,000 ono Southern suburbs Melbourne. Norm
03 9546 3127
Oh Fudge V8 Exec with parchment interior previous concourse winner on gas
RWC LRL919 $6,800. Howard 03 9782 5777

Out of the Shed…PARTS
P76 6 cylinder VRS sets and V8 sump/water pump/oil pump & timing cover gasket
sets. David. 0409 675 648
P76 V8 Engine. NOS Still in crate. $5,000. Also 2 cars: Blue Targa. Surface rust on
exterior. Bold as Brass auto Super V8 good nick. Eric Johnson 03 97621248
NOS Parts Available from Addisons
2 x V8 water pumps $400 ea
2 x Front Flexible brake hoses $60.00
1 x rear flexible brake hose $30.00
1 x Front Mudflap set $25.00

1 x Top Steer Column bush $15.00
1 x 6cyl Super MPH Speedo $50.00
1 x Auto Pedal Rubber $15.00

Contact Marcus and he will place an order with Addisons on your behalf.

In to the Shed…(Wanted)
NV GREEN P76 Nick Demopoulos 04104 64850
Any new 4-6 cyl E-Series engine parts, pistons, bearings, gaskets etc. Also genuine
parts catalog for a P76 and a new ring gear for a Marina. Jetfire Gas heater to use
in small workshop. David 0409 675 648
Roadgoing Leyland P76 V8 auto, very good condition with little to do, little or no rust
and roadworthy. Ian Cranney 03 54496977
P76 V8 auto Super or Executive. Preferably with P/S. Mark Atwell 0408527405

For Sale
We still have some stock left from the Nationals
including caps, stickers and stubby holders (blue,
red, purple & aqua) which are now available to
members.
The Commemorative Magazine from the Nationals
is also available and there are a few “P Plates” left if anyone would like one
Prices:
Caps
$15
Stickers
$2
P Plate
$10
(includes P+H)
Stubby Holders
$10
Nat Mag
$20
Please send details of your order (including preferred stubby holder colours) and
payment by cheque or money order to: David & Rachel Walker, 91 Stockdale Av,
Bentleigh East, Vic 3165

Coming Soon…
New 6 cylinder and V8 Air Filters and Oil Filters. The club will be having new filters
manufactured in the near future. We are currently testing the Prototype filters.
Also, the club is still seeking an expression of interest from anyone interested in 6
cylinder inlet manifolds and exhaust extractors. We are able to have these
manufactured but will proceed only if the need is there. We have had 5 responses so
far, anyone else interested?
Please contact Marcus for pricing and expressions of interest. Many thanks to Philip
McCumisky for his hard work sourcing these items.
If your advertised items sell, or if you have new items you wish to advertise, please
send details, including pictures, to the Editor.

Minutes of the Leyland P76 Owners
Club of Victoria
Committee Meeting 2-6-08
The meeting was declared open at 7:45 pm.
Present
Registrar
Secretary
Treasurer

Martyn Hayes
David Walker
Silvia Hayes

Editor
Parts & Tech
Apologies

Rachel Walker
Marcus Kneebone
John Ernst

Previous Minutes
The minutes of the last committee meeting dated 5-5-08 were tabled, and were accepted as a true record.
Proposed:
Rachel
Seconded: Marcus
Passed
Business arising
•

Rick to follow up Westpac

Correspondence

IN:

•
•
•
•
•

Club Magazines
AOMC Newsletter
Email: payment for the Nationals
Email: NZ Club
Letter from Phil McCumisky

OUT:

•
•

Club magazine
Email: NZ Club re National Judging Standards

Reports
President:

Still sick - nothing to report

Treasurer

Detailed treasurers report provided

Editor

Mag printing - Rick to print until a suitable alternative is decided

Parts and Tech

$200 worth of second hand parts sold

Registrar

No new members
Martyn has produced original Leyland Service Stickers and proposed to send these out with
new memberships and renewals
Seconded: Marcus
Passed

Secretary

Nothing to report

Social Secretary

Not available

General Business
•
•
•
•
•
•

AGM to be held on July 19 from 11am at the South Oakleigh Club
Nomination and proxy voting forms to be sent to members
Rick to produce agenda to be included in next club magazine
Invoice for Nationals trophies to be paid
Rick has paid Jim Healy’s membership
New parts manufacture - David to go ahead with re-production steering wheels depending on cost

Close of Business
The Meeting was closed at 9:00pm
The next committee meeting will be held on Monday July 7th at the SOC starting at 7.00pm (Dinner at 6).

VICTORIAN

P76

OWNERS CLUB

Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria Inc
Membership Application and Renewal Form 2007/2008
The Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria is dedicated to the preservation, support of
enthusiasts and history of this ground breaking car. You are invited to join the club or
renew your membership and share your passion for the car with others. The Annual
Membership fee for 2007/2008 is $60.
Please mail this membership form along with a cheque or money order payable to the
Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria to the Registrar:
Martyn Hayes
245 Windermere Rd
Lara Victoria 3212
Ph 0407170691
Email cybermuddin@dodo.com.au

Surname

Given Names

Postal Address

Home Phone

Preferred/ Nickname

Town/City/Suburb

Business Phone

Mobile Phone

Date of Birth

State

Postcode

Email

Preferences (Please Circle Appropriate response)

Initial

• I would like to receive Club Correspondence and Magazines by Email
• I give permission for my contact details to be provided to other club
members for the conduct of Club Business

Y

N

Y

N

All personal information, contact and vehicle details provided by club members will be held on the
club data base controlled by the Registrar. This information will used by the Committee for club
contact and planning purposes and to facilitate Inter-Member contact (Where specific permission is
obtained by the Registrar). This information will not be on forwarded to third parties.

I …………………………………………, agree to abide by the rules of the Leyland P76 Owners Club
of Victoria and work towards the fulfilment of the objectives of the club.

Signed: …………………………………….

Date: ………………………………

Leyland P76

“Henry Ford’s model T has been voted car of the century. Yet the
standout candidate did not even rate a mention. Organisers trotted
out plausible justification for their choice: its assembly line
production and affordability for the masses. But these are trivial
innovations compared to the edge of the seat excitement and redhot flair of Leyland’s P76”
The Australian – date unknown.

Join the Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria. We will assist you to acquire one of the classic cars,
and also to maintain it. The club is a source of tech tips, parts and social get-togethers to celebrate
this great Australian historical car. Contact Martyn on 03 52823158 for more information.

