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ONLY 12 Months till the Nationals!

Editorial
Fellow Pnuts
The other day I was driving to work, as you do.
I was hooking along a stretch of road that had
an 80km/h speed limit. Turning a left blind uphill
corner on the road I was greeted by two cyclists
on their bicycles. Mmmm…..much braking was
to be had. These guys were not single file but two
abreast. Two abreast is legal for bicyclists to do
and they have the right to use the entire lane they
are in, but on a blind corner?.........scary stuff folks,
I know who would come off second best.
There is an increasing number of cyclists on our roads these days. Not sure about Victoria but here
in Tassie cycling is really taking off. There has always been the guys and girls who do it as a sport
and travel many kilometres per week in training. Now however, more and more people are getting on
board for the fitness side of things. I myself have been a bike rider (and motorcyclist) for many years.
Mind you, I’m not as into it as I was all those years ago, however, I do still ride to work on the right
days.
As a bike rider, you have to have eyes in the back of your head, and a respect for car drivers. As a
car driver, it works the other way around. Let’s face it; both parties are entitled to use the roads. It’s
how we use them, that’s important. A smart cyclist will ride in single file on corners that may present
them as blind to a motorist. It’s my experience that this is true for those cyclists that train and use the
road a lot. These cyclists will quite often wave you through if they can see a clear road ahead.
However, I find that those who are just getting back on the road for the fitness side of things are often
putting their safety at risk. They don’t read the road and ride two abreast or more when its not safe to
do so. At times I feel they forget that motorists are using the same stretch of road and traveling much
faster.
Imagine a learner driver being confronted with such a scenario. Hard braking,
even locking up the brakes and putting the car into an out of control situation.
Maybe not as bad as it sounds enter new car technology. These days most
new cars have anti-lock brakes, anti-skid, anti-swerve, traction control, park
assist, lane change warning, anti-collision, and the list goes on. So, you’re in
a situation and must brake hard, don’t worry the car will engage some or all
of the safety devises and you will come to a safe stop avoiding catastrophe.
You as a driver have done very little, just hold on to the steering wheel. Is all
this technology dumbing down the skill needed to drive a car?
At some stage, the only car a person will be allowed to
learn to drive in maybe one with all this technology to
protect them and keep them safe. That’s fine but
electronics can fail. With all this technology, will the
need to learn how to threshold brake, reverse park,
maintain enough concentration to stay in your own lane,
steer a car, disappear? That may well evolve in the future.
For the time being though, teach your kids and grandkids to drive a P76 and learn all these skills we
as older drivers have developed. One day it just might save their life or the life of someone else.

Attention! all Club members
Call for expressions of Interest to be part of a Steering Committee for the
P76 National Meet 2018.
Easter 2018 will be the Leyland P76 National Meeting; incorporating the 45 th Anniversary of the P76.
Already a lot of behind the scenes work has been done for this meet which will be held from Thursday
the 29th March till Monday the 2nd of April at Wodonga Victoria. We have some locals from the area
that have already volunteered to be part of the steering group (thanks Scotty and Kev) as well as
some members of the committee.
The idea will be to get our “to do” list worked out as soon as possible and then set some timelines
around these.
We are starting with a blank sheet in terms of activities, however, the possibilities that this part of
Victoria provides us are enormous and to fit everything into an Easter weekend will be impossible.
So we may even look at pre-tour and/or post-tour options.
We are looking for people with the following skills or even enthusiasm to learn:
Marketing
Publicity
Sponsorship
Motorsport
Webpages – Social Media
Editor and production National Magazine
Planned activities for older people
Planned activities for families and young people
Organising car boot sales
Interested helpers – enthusiastic helpers
If you are interested please be aware we can run meetings via tele-conferencing as well as face to
face. Obviously site visits will be necessary but even these can be fun social events.
If you are keen and committed to be part of organising and running fun activities please get involved.
All expressions of interest can be sent to John Ernst (Club President- see contact details in the front
of this magazine).
Interest from interstate clubs would be welcome.

Get on board and have a go.

2018 National P76 Meeting information.
You are formally invited to celebrate the 45 th Anniversary year of the Leyland P76 at the National P76 Meeting
to be held during Easter in 2018. (30th March – 2nd April 2018)
We will be gathering at the Twin Cities of Albury and Wodonga on Friday the 30 th of March 2018 to commence
celebrations. We are promising a fun filled weekend which will highlight the many great parts of this unique
part of Australia.
Straddling the Murray River, the region offers a mix of the history of Australia as well as leading edge new
industries. It has a rich natural beauty with the background of the nearby Australian Alps and the rolling red
gum river flats.
It is intended to be a fun weekend that will allow you to enjoy the best of what this area has to offer and then
some! Roads are great for cruising in a P76 and the area is known for having lovely weather during Easter with
daytime temperatures in the mid to high 20’s.
Accommodation has been secured at Wodonga’s Blazing Stump and our concourse will be hosted at a
wonderful facility provided by the Wodonga City Council.
Other activities available in the area:
Winery visits to the famous Rutherglen area
Zetland Trophy Activity to be held at the MTA Motorsport Centre
Tours to historic towns and sites in the region; including Beechworth.
Murray River Cruise
and the famous National P76 Dinner and awards night which will be held onsite at the accommodation
venue!!!
More information will be forth coming and we seek member’s ideas to make this a great event.

The 40th anniversary at Canberra was a great event.

Let’s see if we can make this an epic one!
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Your club currently has a vacancy on the executive committee. The position of
REGISTRAR has been vacated and now needs to be filled. Expressions of
interest may be forwarded to:
John Ernst
81 Mackey Road
Churchill Vic 3842
Mob; 0429 007 080
Email jaernst@gmail.com

Association of Motoring Clubs Inc. (AOMC)
______________________________________________________________________________________________

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Welcome to 2017, I hope you have all enjoyed the Christmas and New Year break and been able to spend some time
with your family, friends and catch up with those little tasks on your vehicles.
The holiday season has been a hive of activity for the AOMC. As many of you are aware we have relocated and
centralised our operations to new offices at the Austin Healey Owners Club & Jaguar Car Club of Victoria rooms in
Springvale This has allowed us to build on the work done earlier in 2016 to re-organise the engine number records and
stores facilities held in the same location. Thanks to a lot of hard work by many we now have an office and meeting
room facility that we can use as needs be and are no longer driving between locations to prepare for events. Many
people have been involved with making this happen and to all of them we extend our gratitude. We also extend our
sincere thanks to the Chevrolet Club of Victoria who has provided our office and meeting facilities for the last 13 years,
they have been wonderful to work with and helped us in any way they could
Our first meeting of the year will take place on the Monday 27th of February in our new home — as a kick off to the year
we are putting on a BBQ — this will be free of charge for delegates however we are you to book in with the office so
that we can cater accordingly. So where is the catch you ask? We still want you to put your hands in your pocket, but
not for the AOMC. In return for being fed we are seeking a gold coin donation with all of the proceeds being donated to
the Salvos Bellarine Peninsula have been running a program that some of you will be aware of called Salvo Resto which
works with selected year 9 and 10 students and local suppliers to impart skills, knowledge, mentoring and fellowship to
young people in the community - their current project is an EK Holden and more details of their work can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/ salvoresto The agenda for the night will be quite casual with plenty of time for discussion
and camaraderie. Philip Johnstone will be presenting on our Engine Number record archive and we may even have Philip
do a real live demonstration.
Our two shows, the RACV Classic Showcase and the Shannons American Day have been highlights of the motoring
calendar for as long as I can remember. In addition to being great motoring community events they are the AOMC's
main fundraisers for the year. encourage all dubs and members to bring out your vehicles in force and support these
two shows. It's a great way of meeting fellow enthusiasts, learning about different marques, and maybe picking up tips
and hints about your project. These shows also support the Lions Club and some of their great works in the community
so it J s a win for all involved, As you know* Vic Roads is no longer issuing registration stickers for registered vehicles,
Without the sticker as a reminder some people have actually forgotten to pay their registrations and have been fined
accordingly. There are many ways of setting reminders for your vehicles: Annual calendar appointments, downloading
phone apps that keep track of your vehicles or using the VicRoads registration online check. Thanks to a members'
suggestion, the AOMC has also a practical solution to this problem. We have introduced a sticker which* like a service
reminder sticker you can write your vehicle registration due date on and affix to the inside of your windscreen.
Therefore, every time you hop in your vehicle the registration due date is staring you in the face. We have printed
stickers for each club and you will be provided stickers, free of charge for the number of members that you have paid
your AOMC membership and these will be available to collect at the February delegates meeting. Additional stickers will
be available through the office for your members at $15.00 per 100 + GST This initiative came from a suggestion from
our membership and we are always keen to hear your ideas so please keep them coming.
Over the next few newsletters will be telling you a bit more about me as a motoring enthusiast and for some of the
plans and initiatives that we as a group are undertaking. Please be aware that your committee are all volunteers and
give freely of our time and talents to benefit our member clubs and in turn your members.
Lastly on behalf of the enthusiast movement I would like to publically acknowledge the work of Mr lain Ross as
President of the association. Ably assisted by Maureen they have worked tirelessly to benefit all. lain's commitment to
our shows, relationship with key stakeholders, tackling issues both large and small has been second to none and we
have all been very much the beneficiaries. I have enjoyed working with lain and am very privileged to have him as my
Vice President. I certainly have big shoes to fill.
Keith Mortimer
President AOMC - 2017

Retention Of Heritage Number Plates.
A win for owners with plates on retention.

Many owners of classic vehicles have been placing their original plates on retention with VicRoads, so that those plates
can be reissued to the owner for a nominal fee if and when required. This practice has been in operation since as far
back as 1983.
With the introduction of the CPS Log Book scheme, many owners switched from full registration to club registration, and
as their plates in some cases were older black and white *historic' plates they had them placed on retention with
VicRoads.
In October 2015, VicRoads changed their policy to only allow personalised and custom plates to be retained, and any
other 'standard' plate would only be reissued at the same rate as high cost custom plates.
After lobbying from the AOMC, VicRoads have agreed to allow standard plates placed on retention before October 2015
to be available for reissue for the standard reissue fee.

News from South Australia
Press Release
Hon Stephen Mullighan MP
Minister for Transport and Infrastructure
Sunday, 18 December, 2016
Conditional registration to be more flexible and accessible for historic vehicles.
The State Government is removing red tape to allow more classic car lovers to enjoy their hobby out on the road.
Widespread changes to the conditional registration scheme are being considered to remove restrictions currently
preventing thousands of car club members from accessing limited 90 day registration scheme. Under current laws,
historic vehicles are not allowed to be significantly modified from their original design to any significant extent, meaning
even slight modifications, such as a CD player or air conditioner, can prevent them from using the scheme.
The same restriction also prevents historic left-hand drive vehicles which have had safety upgrades, such as better
braking systems, from taking to the roads. The State Government will begin formal consultation with key stakeholders
such as car clubs on the changes which include: Providing flexibility to allow owners to improve the ride, handling and
safety of these classic vehicles, as well cosmetic enhancements Moving away from a fixed cut-off manufacture date of
1979 to a rolling 30-year vehicle age Removing bureaucratic requirements for motoring clubs to undertake vehicle
inspections, reducing the administrative burden on these groups - Reducing limitations which ban left-hand drive
vehicles with safety improvements such updated braking systems - Making the scheme more nationally consistent
This is another example of the State Government's commitment to reducing red tape recently announced in the Simplify
Day reforms. Following the consultation, legislative changes are expected to be finalised to start from July 1 , 2017.

News from New South Wales
NSW has been running a 60-day log book trial since October 2015. Operators of historic vehicles are able to opt-in via
their RMS approved club to the scheme which provides for 60 days’ general use (with conditions) each year, outside of
club organised events. Each day's use must be recorded in a Log Book, Eligible vehicles must be over 30 years old AND
meet the safety requirements of the current Historic Vehicle Scheme (HVS). The registered operator must be a member
of an RMS recognised historic vehicle club. The new scheme does not replace the current Historic Conditional
Registration scheme which is unchanged as an option for enthusiasts. Many Council clubs now have member’s vehicles
operated under one of 3 different schemes - full registration or HVS registration or Logbook Trial registration.

The AOMC has a new address and contact details as follows:
Street address
Postal address
Telephone Number
Email

21 Rosalie Street Springvale 3171
PO Box 875 Sprigvale South 3172
Tel: (03) 9558 4829
secretary@aomc.asn.au

Letters to the Editor
Buried Ferrari ………… sent in by club member Robert Bothwell
We all grow up digging around in sand boxes hoping to strike it rich and find some hidden and
valuable ancient treasures. What we typically find is an old Matchbox car or a present left
behind by a cat. Either way, it’s very rare to find something desirable. Well, that’s not quite the case
with a young group of boys in California.
They were digging in their yard when they found something that would make anyone’s jaw drop and
their mouth start drooling. These kids were digging in their yard when they came across something
big, something metal, and something very, very, valuable.
A buried Ferrari!

The boys actually discovered a 1974 Ferrari Dino 246 GTS buried just a few feet under the dirt in
their yard. The family had just moved into the house and immediately called Authorities who came
and roped off the area. A team of investigators arrived and unearthed the very valuable rare car.

After exhuming the Italian sports car, it was obvious that someone had planned on returning to
retrieve the vehicle. It was very crudely mummified with towels in the vents and tape on many of the
seams however the windows weren’t fully closed causing a lot of interior damage.
Farmers Insurance was contacted and because of the VIN number they traced the last owner. After
the investigation, it turns out that the owner of the car had actually hired thieves to steal the car and
dump it in the ocean so he could claim insurance on it. The thieves buried the car with the intention of
returning to pick it up.
The buried Ferrari was then auctioned
off after being on display with the
incredible story being reported across
the nation. It was purchased by a young
mechanic who owned his own shop in
California. The going price was
estimated to be between $5,000 and
$9,000 that he paid for the car.
He fully restored the buried Ferrari and
often enters the car into car shows.

Everything on the car has been restored to the exact factory condition.
However, this car comes with some incredible history and an awesome story.
The car even has a vanity plate which reads “DUG UP”.

I did some research on this model vehicle and found their value peaked sept 2015 at approx
$515,000 but has now dropped in Jan 2017 to $420,000 for a concours example. Source Hagerty
valuation and insurance. The article itself went on to say the car was worth millions. I wonder who
their valuer was? Judging by the number I unearthed that were for sale I suspect they are not as rare
as the article suggests. Either way, wouldn’t that be great to be digging around in your own garden
and uncover something as valuable as this ferrari!!.........but not green, maybe that’s why this one is
rare!

What is she driving, she cant even look over the steering wheel.
Ah, yes the movies, where you can always find another gear and another.
Once you find first gear its an epic journey and a packed lunch to find the rest.

Coming Events/Social Pages
Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria &
Tasmania 2014/2015 Club Event Schedule
23 April

VIC

Maffra Motor Museum Swap Meet

1A Sale road 7am till 4pm

29-30 April

VIC

Marysville Motoring Expo

Marysville Main St. 8am onwards

29 April

Vic

Shannons open day

Heatherton 40 corporate drive 9am to 4pm

7 May

VIC

Drive back in time

Beechworth ford street 10am till 3pm

7 May

VIC

Keilor Rotary Club Car/Bike
show

Keilor Hotel 9am till 1.30pm

14 May

VIC

Cruise for Karen

Whorouly Recreation Reserve 10am till 3pm

26-28 May

VIC

Historic Winton

Winton Raceway

26 May

VIC

Benalla District Classic
Car/Bike show

9am onwards

23-24 Sept

VIC

Melbourne to Maffra Run

Akoonah Park – Berwick Showgrounds Gate 5 8am

14 to 17 April

TAS

Tour de Tas

Meet at the Elizabeth Town café Good Friday
morning 7.30 to 8.00am for the start.

21 May

TAS

Picnic at Ross

Ross Oval 10am till 3pm

17 September

TAS

Shannons convicts to classics

Wollmers Estate 10am till 3pm

9 April

TAS

Shannons car & bike expo

Charles hand park from 8am

If people have any ideas for future runs or places of interest please let Trevor know
Contact details on second page of ABA

La página de Presidentes

In the Driver’s (Captains) Seat.

With only days to go before our biggest ever club tour things are heating up in the preparation department.
Desperately trying to get Tim’s Car going a bit of hitch this morning but we’ll work through it (hopefully), if not
we’ll have to go tail end Charlie in a non-P76.
Brian has taken delivery of the new front strut inserts – combine these with a set of his strut top bushes there
is no excuse for not having a nice tight front end on your P76.
It amazes me the number of parts coming up on e-bay and the price people are prepared to pay. I am also
amazed that club members continue to buy these parts on ebay even when we have the exact same part
available in club stocks, often for a quarter of the price!!! While the parts may not get to you as quick as
commercial operations buying from the club also enables us to purchase and store more parts with profits
being churned into other projects like the front struts.
Just a reminder that the Nationals are just over 12 months away during Easter 2018 and we are expecting a
great turnout as access to Wodonga is relatively easy and the area has so much to offer. While some of the
preliminary work has already been done by Scott Reynolds there is going to be a big call on interested
members to help us out. The jobs are listed on our Facebook Page and I noted a number of “likes” which I am
hoping will mean we have lots of people wanting to volunteer their services. Our next magazine will have a lot
more detail about the event.
Was great to have five cars attend our recent
mystery run with Trevor taking us on some of the
best back roads. Comments from members were
that these were the roads that the P76 was
intended to drive on. We had a nice pub roast at
Kilmore after visiting some very interesting areas.
Really looking forward to our extended drive
around similar roads in Tassie!

OK last but by no means least – Committee – we
again have a vacancy and this year we will also
need to find a new secretary – as usual our AGMs
allow all members to nominate for a committee
position. We would love those that may not have
considered it in the past to have a go. Meetings
run quickly and efficiently and they are quite social
events – new technology has meant that we have
been able to include anyone provided they are
near a good phone.

Member Articles
If you remember a couple of issues ago, Ryan Ford submitted an article on the Shit Box Charity Rally, an event that he
and his friend entered. That was part 1. I would like to present to you part 2 of this epic and very entertaining event.
Starting where part 1 finished. Once again article submitted by Ryan Ford.
On the Friday night, we attended our de-brief for the week ahead. We were to meet next to Lake Burley griffin where
we would team up and head to our first stop in Hay. We arrived early and got a good park close to the centre. As other
drivers arrived, news crews also came and Sunrise were reporting from the start line as they were driving with us. It is
always quite chaotic when the rally starts and teams are formed, but we all made it to the start line.
As it would happen, the P76 was spotted behind the reporter by Andrew O’Keefe who was in the Sydney studio and
proceed to spout the standard, uneducated waffle about the P76. He proceeded to make comments in the vain of “the
most unreliable car ever” and “will be lucky to make it 300 metres before the engine dies”. As irony, would have it, the
BA Falcon ute (how you find one for under $1000 is anyone’s guess) that they travelled in smashed its sump going over
the Flinders Ranges and had to be towed several hundred kilometres to camp to get repaired. The P76 had a few
niggling problems, but made it to camp every night under its own steam. I would have loved to rub that one in his face.
In our team, there was an old early 80’s Corona, a VT Commodore, Mazda 323 Bubble, EF Falcon Wagon, XF Panel van,
XF Ute, a 90’s Celica and of course the sickly 1974 Mercedes.
When we departed, we would head back down the Hume, turn off through Wagga Wagga and about 2 hours past there
was Hay. The first day was a very easy run, no real rough roads, all bitumen, the problematic Mercedes was still
struggling to get the fuel it needed to keep itself at speed. As we entered Wagga Wagga Phil and myself decided to top
up the fuel tanks. This way we wouldn’t need to queue up in Hay with every other driver! As we pulled into the service
station there was a News Crew there from Win Riviera, basically Channel 9 for country NSW and they approached us for
an interview. Being in one of the older louder cars probably got their attention as well. We popped the bonnet, checked
the oil and water and proceeded to fill the tank to the top. As luck, would have it we overfilled it and petrol spilled out
the overflow and we were caught on camera, under the car making sure that it was just overflow and there were no
leaks! Check the video out here.
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=835440999876376&id=113992652021218
The Mercedes kept us from getting in to camp in good time, but we made it in the day light, set up the tents and cracked
open a beer. The troublesome Merc was sent to the mechanic’s bay, or Triage as it is affectionately referred to, to try
and deliver more fuel to the engine. After some tinkering the car ran better, although still not perfect, but it was
deemed good enough.

Day 2 we were heading to Silverton, about 30 KM out of Broken Hill. This day was a combination of bitumen and dirt
roads. Nothing too challenging, but a longer day. Silverton is known by many P76 owners to be the resting spot of a
Bold as Brass deluxe that was used in the Olympic Tyres add back in the early 80’s. All pictures off this car seems to
suggest that it has stayed in reasonably good condition given the dry climate that it lives in. Silverton was also home to
many scenes shot in the Mad Max series. The town seemed to consist of 1 main road going through it with about half a
dozen roads branching off. The town didn’t appear to be too big and I was determined to located this P76 and get a
photo with it.
Driving through south west NSW is quite boring. The terrain becomes very flat and there is little to see. AS we arrived in
Wilcannia for a refuel we were about 150km from Silverton, we suggested to the Merc that they drive ahead as they had
been struggling to get at any speed above 50km. It was getting later in the afternoon and if we got a perfect run, we
were still about 1.5hours from Camp. From Wilcannia, the terrain is slight hills with banked turns and the roads are nice
and smooth. Phil was behind the wheel of the car when we left the re-fuel stop and the convoy headed to Broken Hill,
the Merc had about a 5-10minute lead on us. As we got up to speed, the car was purring, even with the rotten old
engine which seemed to be getting better the more we drove it. I could feel Phil giving her a little more boot in the
straights and powering through the corners, I could tell he was thoroughly enjoying driving the car, who wouldn’t in this
terrain? Unfortunately, the purring P76 quickly caught up with the sick Merc which has almost come to a complete stop.
Just another day on the Sh1tbox rally!

The sun was setting and we were still a good 1 + hours out of camp. Our convoy had stopped as those are the rules,
leave no man behind. The rules of the rally states, if a car cannot be brought back to life within 20 minutes, it is to be
loaded on a trailer and towed to camp. The 20 minutes had long passed, and a trailer was summoned. The Merc was
loaded on to a trailer and the 2 drivers jumped in the back of the P76 and started drinking beers as we took off and head
towards Broken Hill.
Driving through the plains around Broken hill is quite an eerie experience. The land is so flat and so barren that the
headlights really don’t do much, there is not much that they can catch! But being dusk, I was very aware of Kangaroos.
Surely enough, some were spotted about 10k out of Broken Hill, they were just to the left of the road, on the shoulder
about 100-150metres ahead, I took my foot off the accelerator, and slowed down, just to be safe. As we were about
30m away, they lept on to the road.
“Oh Shit” was all I remember saying, I grabbed the wheel and slammed on the brakes. The wheels locked up and the
roos were right there in the headlights. Bracing for an impact a million things were going through my head, what if they
come through the windscreen, what if they are injured and left wounded on the road… what about the car! Somehow,
we missed them, and the car came to a halt. We were still on the road, engine running, the car had braked in a perfect

straight line, did not pull either way or send us into a spin. A fully loaded car with 4 blokes with mainly 40+ year old
brake and suspension bits and she held a perfect line when under massive braking, a big part of us coming out of this so
well must be attributed to the car. We drove sheepishly in to Silverton that night, it was a long day and a cold beer was
well in order. The car certainly earnt her rest that night. Day 2 down, and still running strong.

Day 3 as a long haul to Maree through the Flinders Ranges of South Australia. The rally director was pretty straight up,
most teams would arrive in the dark. Maree is famous for being the junction town of the Oodnadatta and Birdsville
tracks. A town literally in the middle of nowhere but rich in history and visitors and tourists frequently go through the
town. We left Silverton early heading back towards broken hill and headed for the SA border. The car had been
performing very, very well so far with no real mechanical issues. I was getting a little concerned about the sloppy rear
and the bump stops. We turned right at a little town called Yunta and headed in to the flinders ranges for about 300km
of dirt road driving. Once every so often you would come across a homestead or service station. Today we would get to
give the Air con a real work out as the way was warm and we really would have rathered the windows up! So up they
went, the Air con turned on, and the monitoring of the temp gauge began. Remembering, we only ran a factory twin
core radiator, cooling had been adequate at best, with the air con I was very concerned that this would tip the scales.
After a few hills, sure enough the gauge started to move and not drop. As we approached the red we radioed to the
team, for the first time the P76 brought the convoy to a stop.
We raised the bonnet expecting to see the overflow tube spewing coolant and the smell of a hot engine…. but the
engine idled fine (as well as a cobbled together motor can) and when we squeezed the top hose, there was very little
pressure, and no overflow. It would seem that the gauge was playing up a little. This continued throughout most of the
rally, we were mindful that the gauge might read correct when we least expected it, but for the duration of the rally, she
never overheated.
We crossed a few dry river beds and a few small water crossings until we found ourselves around Blinman and there was
a fuel bowser there. We were still around 200km from camp and dusk was setting in. We full tanked here and moved
her out of the way whilst everyone else filled up. As we went to go, click, click, started motor wasn’t responding.
Fortunately, this was quickly traced to a dirty connection on the solenoid, less than 5 mins later we were on our way
again. About 30 mins later we were back on the bitumen, night time had set in, Phil was behind the wheel as I was
taking a break, and we made the run to Maree which was about 180 km away from Paranchila where we came out. It
was a beautiful night to be a passenger in the P76, the stars at night light up the sky a lot brighter than we get in the big
city, we could see a convoy of red stretching off to the horizon as we could see each convoy from behind, plus I got to
listen to the beautiful strum of the v8. We arrived at camp at the Maree Hotel at about 9:00. Again, and near trouble
free day, but we lay at the beginning of the Birdsville track.

Day 4, and the Birdsville track lay ahead of us. The small town of Birdsville Queensland was 500km away, and it was not
going to be an easy day, this road is famous for its large rocks, deep potholes and general unkindness to the average
vehicle. 2 hours in to the track and probable about 150km in, we could hear the bottom of the car being smashed with
stones as the car was ridding low and the wheel tracks were low, soon enough the inevitable came, the muffler
separated from the exhaust. Whilst under the car it was quickly spotted that the rear pipe was just floating around on
the hangar and banging on the tow bar and differential. This was removed and thrown into the boot, but the muffler
looked like it had been bashed with a mallet but was still attached to the car. We clamped the muffler back to the
exhaust and carried on….at least for another 30km or so! We hit a bump and boom! The left exhaust separated from the
manifold. Again, we pulled up and looked at the damage. We strapped the exhaust back to the manifold and made our
way to the road house at Mungeranie. We hoisted the car up on the jacks, inspected the damage, all we were able to do
on the side of the road was to use the farmers wire to strap the exhaust to the auto trans cross member. We topped up
the fuel tanks and headed back up the Birdsville track. We were fortunate to have no further issues, but others in our
team were blowing out tyres on a very regular basis. We made it to Birdsville at around 5:00. We had dinner at the
famous Birdsville hotel and enjoyed a few cold beers while the night sky put on another show for us! Birdsville could
possibly be the most remote town on the map, there is very little in town, and help is hundreds of Km away. But I loved
every part of this iconic little town.

My trip to the Motor Museum of Western Australia
article by the Editor.
The Motor Museum of WA was conceived by members of the Combined Car Clubs of Western Australia with a
purpose-built museum situated within the grounds of Whiteman Park, just 20 minutes from the Perth CBD.
The museum was opened in December 1994 and was home to a large collection of primarily Vintage cars with
a smattering of other eras drawn from members of various car clubs around Perth. Over the years the
museum has become an eclectic collection of vehicles, motorcycles and motoring memorabilia with vehicles
ranging from 1898 through to 2008. The collection is focused on Australian made vehicles and motoring in
Australia but also includes exhibits from UK, USA, France, Germany, Italy and many other countries. The
majority of the cars are in a drivable and roadworthy condition and are often featured in local car club events
both static and driving.
The display vehicles change every few months so if you visit us again you will find some different vehicles to
admire and many smaller exhibits where you can spend many hours absorbing the details and information
available. The museum is doubling in size with the addition of a 2000 sq m extension due to open early 2017.
This will feature an exciting collection of racing cars some with remarkable Australian history plus many other
interesting vehicles.
Over the years the museum has been very fortunate in having several motor vehicles and other items donated
and one vehicles of note is an automatic 1974 Leyland Force 7 coupe, white with black trim. This car was
purchased from the auction when Leyland closed. It passed through the Paul Terry Collection in Albany before
being purchased at the auction of Paul Terry’s vehicles after his death in a helicopter accident in Hawaii. The
Force 7 was domiciled with many other cars in the Maurice Brockwell Collection in the Swan Valley before
being donated to the Motor Museum. Maurice was one of the founding members and the first Chairman of
the Motor Museum. The car has been driven for about 20,000 kms including driving to Canberra for the
Shannon’s 2001 Tour to Canberra and is still used on a regular basis.
The coupe attracts enormous interest in the museum and when taken to shows, as the car is currently
licensed on Club Registration and is one of the few available to be seen by the public.
The above information was supplied by John McLean, Curator of Motor Museum of Western Australia,
Whiteman Park, 99 Lord Street, Whiteman 6068. Phone 08 9249 9457.
Email:- motormuseum@optusnet.com.au
Website”- www.motormuseumofwa.asn.au
I pre-arranged a meeting with John Mclean before I arrived at the museum. On arrival I was introduced to
John and other staff on hand at the museum, all volunteers. John was an absolute gentleman and a delight to
have conversation with. You could tell by the way he talked and his mannerisms, here was a person that was
totally I love with what he did. His passion for the museum was over flowing. After a short time he guided me
to the Force 7. On a previous phone call to him I indicated my interest in it and requested if I could take some
pics and measurements for my own project. Well, John couldn’t help me enough, he was just brilliant, to the
point where he gave me clear run of the car. What I mean is, he removed all the barriers around the Force 7
and said go for it, do whatever you need to do. He allowed me to basically climb all over it. I might add, whilst
I was doing all this the museum was open to the public and people were walking around. On completion of my
survey of the car I went back over to see John and thank him for the museums generosity. On arrival at the
museum earlier john refused to take any money from me for entry, no matter how hard I tried. I therefore
offered a money donation to the museum on my departure. This I knew he could not refuse. I also brought
some souvenirs of my visit there. The following are just some of the pictures I took whilst in the museum. I
never got a picture of myself with John which is something that really annoys me…………editor.

Member Cars
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My P76……..A Good Old Friend ……..article by Les Kobylinski
When Andy asked me to pen a few words about my car, my first thought was to try and remember when I had bought it.
I bought my first P in the late 70s, joined the Club in 1983 and have owned one or more ever since. My original car was a
Spanish Olive Executive which surprisingly didn’t have power steering or air con. Unfortunately, some idiot did a righthand turn from a side street and that was the end of a lovely car. However, some of its DNA continues in my current
one.

So, I embarked on getting a replacement. The day I bought the car was a fine and sunny Club event of some sort. It was a
fine-looking car in its original livery, the paint was shiny, the interior clean and the engine ran well. The elderly owner
and I negotiated a princely sum of $1450 and I was a happy man. How do I remember all this? Well I looked back into
those magazines I had scanned and found what I was looking for. I was Vice President at the time so writing articles for
ABA was the thing to do. It was June 1986 and this is what I wrote

“I’ve done it! I’ve bought another one. A Nutmeg Super V8. Big deal some of you might say. Well it is to me
because it has a few features I’ve never had in a car before, such as air conditioning, power steering, vinyl roof
and factory mags. Soon it will have Executive seats and trim rescued from a wreck and hopefully a Force 7
steering wheel.
This is a close picture of my ideal car
I’ve had the car for over 30 years and it has
reliably carried myself and family over many
miles mainly around the Melbourne-Adelaide-Sydney
triangle and lots of Victoria in between. It was there
when the children were little and we had to carry
prams, tents, camping gear and other paraphernalia
which fitted into that great big boot. Of course, a
couple of dozen trophies from the Barossa would
always squeeze in somewhere. It was our daily driver
for many years and one of the most practical cars I have ever owned. If you took the back seat out, it worked as a ute
and even a single mattress fitted easily. Even a cupboard fitted standing, tied to the boot which was upright. Try doing
that in Falcon. It was just that I didn’t have a trailer and had to shift it urgently.
To make the car reliable I fitted electronic ignition to avoid the evil Lord Lucas’s trips into darkness. This meant the high
voltage current went through the electronics box rather than burning out the points after 3000 kms. Unfortunately, one
day smoke came from under the dash which was caused by the wiring rubbing on a clip and shorting out. The
suspension was upgraded with heavy duty front and rear springs and roll bars. Overheating problems were minimised by
fitting a Holden viscous coupling and a plastic Falcon 10 blade fan. Leyland obviously didn’t give the original fan much
thought and painted it yellow to make it look useful which it probably was in a British winter. The carburettor was
replaced with a Holley 350 and later in life I fitted an electric fuel pump as the mechanical one went and had a nap on a
hot day whilst going up Oliver’s Hill in Frankston. Most embarrassing. On the plus side, I had a rear tyre deflate whilst
overtaking a truck but was able to complete the move without drama. That is great balance and primary safety in a car
that would match many modern ones. It was also a car that you could always be confident in in wet conditions.

After 30 years of city warfare, the P had started to show its age and wear and tear. With multiple dings and scratches,
rust in places where all good Ps rust so it was time. I took the car off the road and have had it deloused, derusted and
repainted. My main task now is replacing all the brake lines. With the help of a friend who had the equipment, I used the
original fittings and pressed out the flares. That’s the easy bit. Bending the pipes is not job for the faint hearted but so
far, I haven’t kinked any. I recommend practice on some old pipe. The advantage of doing this yourself is that brake line
bundy is relatively cheap. It must be done because brake lines also rust from the inside where you can’t see it. After 43
years, with some moisture always in the brake fluid, it is inevitable.

Other modifications which I intend to do is to get rid of all the fake wood. Real wood belongs on trees, fake wood
doesn’t belong anywhere. The electrics will get an upgrade with major accessories going though relays or fuses and
better earthing. The headlights will benefit from this enormously and a stronger current to the spark plugs. I will try to
hide as much of the wiring as possible for that cleaner under bonnet look. The distributor will get electronic ignition
because it was the pathetic points setup which gave a great car its undeserved reputation. New roof lining will be a must
and I’m tempted to fit more modern seats.

Then there’s the paint scheme. It’s not Nutmeg. Closer to Plum
Loco but more modern. The vinyl roof is out. It’s a dark colour
which will make an impression. The interior won’t be brown. It’s
still my ideal car but it will be just a little bit different.
All I need to do now is put it all together and all I need is to find
the time to do it.

I promise I will do it before St Peter calls

Les Kobylinski

Parts / Tech Review

Welcome to another Parts/tech Review.
Just for a change try identifying the cars that wear these tail lights.

TRUT PIVOT - STRUT TOP BUSHES.
Your Club now has New Strut Top Bushes for sale made from Engineered Nylon Compound suited to
high pressure low speed application in dirty environments. The Bushes also come with New Stainless
Steel Crush Tubes.

$40.00 per set (Members Only Price)

GENERAL FITTING GUIDE
Please use these hints and tips along with any professional advice when fitting the bushes.
1. Clean all paint, rust and rubber deposits from the bore of the Strut Top.
2. Inspect for damage, pitted or worn Strut Top.
3. After fitting the bush if required resize the bush bore by removing some material so that the
tube can be pushed into the bush by hand.
4. Use a PTFE BASED lubricant.
5. COAT all bush surfaces designed to pivot such as the flange face and internal bore of the
bush.
6. Tighten all bolts and nuts as per Leyland specifications whilst the vehicle is at normal ride
height.

Your club now has Ryco Z86 Oil Filters in stock.
Cost to members is $30 plus postage.

BOOT MATS NOW AVAILABLE

____________________________________________________________________________________________

The P76 Owners Club of Victoria and Tasmania are pleased to announce that we have
remanufactured P76 boot mat's which are now available. The mats are made from superior
Urethane rubber with the correct factory surface finish.

Vic/Tas Club Member Price $170 ea
Other Club Members $180ea.
To place your order please contact Brian Carte on 0407400468. It is preferred that Greater
Melb Metro members pick up their purchases, as these are very difficult to pack and freight.
For country interstate and across the “dutch” club members, Postage/Freight will be advised
depending on destination location however you should allow $20 to $30
Payments can be made to Bendigo Bank Acc Name Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria Inc
BSB 633000 AccNo. 129542155 Please ensure that you indicate you’re Name in the Payment
Description.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bumper sticker $5.00 including postage

Inside window sticker $3.00 including postage

CLASSIFIEDS
Parts Trader

Windscreens -The Victorian Club has new Laminated Windscreens in stock priced at $185 Ea. Please contact
Brian Carte (Parts and Tech).

Z295 V8 Air Filter Cartridges – We have a stock of original fit airfilters for sale at $35 each. These are no
longer being manufactured by RYCO Please contact Brian Carte (Parts and Tech).
V8 Ignition Points- The club has recently managed to procure the a number of P76 V8 Points. There is mixture of
Echlin CS217V, Repco L20, Bosch GL27 contact sets. These are available to Members Only. If you want a set Please
contact Brian Carte (Parts and Tech).
P76 V8 Engine Main Bearing Sets . With the closure of ACL the
Club has made a last ditch purchase of engine bearing sets for the P76
V8 Engine.
Bearings are available in .010 and .020 oversize at $130 per set
Please contact Brian Carte Parts and Tech

P76 Restoration Decals
Due to demand from a number of P76 enthusiasts, I have re made some of the Leyland restoration decals that
complement the Engine Bay Decals offered by the Vic/Tas Clubs. Windscreen decals have been re manufactured with
extra UV resistant materials to the Original Design.
•

To Club Members the prices are as follows

•

Quality OK panel and Paint $5.00

•

“I’m Driving the Car of the Year” internal reversed decal $20.00

•

Leyland Part number decal (a new one) where you can write in the part number you are displaying $5.00

•

Leyland Australia 2 sided Service decal (with use Castrol oil) on the inside (a new one) $10.00

•

Radiator inhibitor decal (Rolls Royce). Limited stock $15.00

•

Leyland Part number on a 1.25 metre roll. The "L" symbol in the Leyland logo is missing. This can be used as
bunting or cut down to do part numbers (on NOS parts that the labels have fallen off!) $10.00

Postage on all these is $1.00 per each on individual orders (bubble wrapped and cardboard outers). On large orders,
say 5 total I will pack and post for free.
Please email me directly with your name and address and my CBA bank account details are 7000 00685400. Contact
Nick Kounelis 0418882043

Under Bonnet and Front End Decal Set. The Vic club has reproduced the underbonnet Decals ideal for that
restoration of the engine bay where invarably the original decals are damaged or destroyed on removal. The decals
are printed on Metalic Silver and include;
•

Type Pressure Chart

•

Emmissions Control Label

•

Radiator Coolant Label . Both Types

•

Hot Run Tested and Electronically Tuned Label

•

Warning Label – Alternator Fitted with Negative Earth

•

Front Guard side Badge Replacement Exec/Leyland/Super/Deluxe and Six/V-Eight

Due to the reflective surface the Decals are difficult to photograph and appear blurred. Sold Items are good quality.

$20 per set If you want a set Please contact Brian Carte Parts and Tech.
For Sale two Leyland 4 Speed Gearbox
Both gearboxes are condition unknown and therefore suitable for reco. One gearbox comes with 6 cyl Bell Housing
($250) the other without Bellhousing($150). Contact Brian Carte (Parts and Tech)
V8 VRS Gasket Sets Come Complete with Valley Cover gasket and rubber seals Limited Stock $250 Contact Brian
Carte (Parts and Tech)
VRS Gasket Set Conversion (Crank Case Overhaul) 60$ Contact Brian Carte (Parts and Tech)

Mentiplay Leyland

_________________________________________________________________________________________

After 30 long years of waiting, the famous Torony extractors are available again. Developed by P76
Sporting Car Club members Joe Torony and Paul Patten for their famous Budgie P76 race car in the
early 1980’s, the Torony extractors are the only aftermarket extractor developed specifically for the
P76 V8. The Torony extractors were developed after many hours spent on the Dyno, ensuring that
there were substantial performance gains. On a standard V8 engine, the Torony extractors were
gaining an extra 18% in torque with the correct tuning. These extractors are available now
exclusively through Mentiplay Leyland.
Mild Steel: $600.00
Stainless Steel: $800.00

Urethane Steering Couplings:
$40 plus $5 postage and packaging.

Gearbox Urethane Gearbox Mounts
$170 plus $10 postage and packaging
Contact James Mentiplay
Mentiplay Leyland
Phone: 0408 918 127
Email: leylandp76@westnet.com.au
Anything But expensive

Need a new speedo cable?
Then try the guys at Flexible Drive Hobart or at Kensington Victoria. Just send them your old speedo cable and they will
build you a new one to the same length or different length if required. Everything brand new, but you do need to supply
the orange gear. Once made both your new cable and the old one will be posted back to you.

Contact them on/at:
Flexible Drive
15 Chesterman St.
Moonah
Tasmania 7009
Ph.
Email
Web.

(03) 6273 3490
tassales@flexibledrive.com.au
www.flexibledrive.com.au

Flexible Drive
86 Stubbs St.
Kensington
Victoria 3031
Ph.
(03) 9381 9222
Email vicsales@flexibledrive.com.au
Web. www.flexibledrive.com.au

Parts Wanted

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WANTED Chasing brown deluxe interior trim. Especially front bench and rear upper seat.
Long shot but also rubber interior matting. Any three speed stuff such as column and gear linkages.
Reasonable prices will be paid.
Call Will 0428 111 991 or wernst76@gmail.com

WANTED Leyland P76 Super/Deluxe Boot Mat –
Used but in good condition for age.
Please contact Ray Ikin 03 51766086
WANTED(1) Set of GC P76 Window Seals Inner @ Outer.
(2) Under Dash Conduit (Large size from Box to Vent) 1x needed only.
(3) W/Screen Trim Front Top Section only x1 GC
(4) Original Boot Rubber Mat in GC
Contact Michael Hare Mob- 0401092265
WANTED ACCESSORIES
Wire Headlight Accessory Guards for a Super
Force 7 Steering Wheel
Contact Philip McCumisky 0408 842 800
WANTED V8 4 SPEED MANUAL TAIL SHAFT
I am partway through converting the General Lee to a 4 speed manual, I have the box, the bell housing, the
pedals, but no tail shaft my phone number is 0410424695 if anyone can help out. Thanks.

Vehicle Trader

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vehicle Wanted

I'm looking for a V8 executive or preferably a Targa, either transmission I don't mind. I would prefer a completed
restored car, but would also consider a refurb job Contact Rob Calvert Newcount 0419 885 189

ANSWERS TO THE TAILIGHT QUIZ

You can advertise your vehicle IN HERE for
free
Please contact Editor at
andyfrith@netspace.net.au and provide a
short description
Please Include the VIN or Engine Number
and photos for your entry
Items will be advertised for three months.
Contact the Editor to extend your
advertisement or to remove it if sold.

