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Editorial
Fellow Pnuts
As you will all be aware the AGM was conducted on the
19th July. This AGM was a historic one as the Meeting
voted to approve the change to our constitution. The
most significant change is to our name. In recognition
of our growing membership in Tasmania the name of
our club will be changed to the
Leyland P76
Tasmania

Owners

Club

of

Victoria

and

and the ongoing support of the membership, the club
has gone from strength to strength over the past few
years but seriously I can’t keep putting the same
cartoon depiction of the committee members in the
magazine year after year.
While this Nos Committee does look remarkably like
the old one there is a new addition to the committee in
that we now have a Social Secretary. Andrew Griffith
(Drew) who comes to us having recently relocated
from NSW to take up a job here in Victoria.

Following on from the endorsement of the name
change and new constitution there is some further
work to do at committee level to officiate the change
with Consumer Affairs and to ensure that the club rules
align. A good example will be reference to the Club
permit scheme as the systems in Tasmania and
Victoria are governed by separate state laws and differ
in their operation.

While Drew is a new member to our club he is no
stranger to the P76 movement having been involved
with the NSW Owners Club and the National Council of
Leyland P76 Clubs. We welcome Drew to membership
of the club and to his position on the Committee as
social secretary. Drew is keen to get the social
calendar moving but he will need your help to deliver
what you as members want.

We have proposed a plan to the Victorian and
Tasmanian Governments to dam Bass Straight at both
ends and drain it to remove the physical barriers to our
members. Unfortunately we are running into strong
opposition from the Greens who feel that migrating
whales will become so confused they will forget that
the purpose of their migration north was to mate, from
T-T Line Pty Ltd because the Spirit of Tasmania will get
bogged and the Cruising Yacht club of Australia who
object to part of the Sydney Hobart race being
contested in dune buggies. Some people are so
selfish!!!

Please forward your ideas for events in which you think
the club should be involved to Drew to help him pull
together an annual calendar.

Can you tell me
which way to
Devonport

Turn right at
the Shipwreck

Drew, as a new member of the committee will have to
submit himself to the editor’s mercy and be the next
victim of a member roast. There
are some legal matters to attend
to before we can bring you that
roast in a future issue of ABA.
In other stories for this issue we
bring you some member articles
and as usual, the debate on
whether Spanish Olive is a cool
colour. Opinion remains divided and segregation has
been muted as possibly the only solution.
To this end I propose that the Magazine be divided into
two distinct sections; perhaps for the Spanish Olive
opponents “Anything but Spanish Olive” and for the
advocates “Spanish Olive and Average”.
Please write to the Editor with your opinions as these
will be greatly appreciated and may influence the
future course of this magazine.

The change to our name has been one of the most
significant changes in the 30 year history of the club
and launches a new era acknowledging the lucky 10%
of our membership who reside in the Apple Isle and
who share a common religion…….. a passion for the
Leyland P76.
The AGM also saw in a newly elected NOS (New Old
Stock) Committee. Many of the Committee Members
have been serving in various positions of the
committee for a number of years and therefore despite
there being no other nominations their appointment
must still be made by popular vote. In all case the
votes were unanimous. Largely due to the stability of
the Committee, the efforts of the committee members

It is important to note that due to the rush on disposal
of embarrassing assets there are two Spanish Olives in
the Vehicles For Sale Section of this magazine.
Please remember when viewing these that they are
still a P76 underneath and that should count for
something.
Welcome to Membership for the 2014-15 Membership
year, I do hope you enjoy reading the Magazine as
much as I enjoy putting this tripe together.
Regards Martyn & Silvia

Bulletin Board
.

LEYLAND P76
OWNERS CLUB
(SA) INC

Easter National Meeting
3–6 April 2015
The SA club have requested that we let members
know that there has been a change in meal prices for
children under 10 at the Easter Nationals
The meals fee of $120 per adult is for 6 meals across
the long weekend including Thursday Dinner, Friday
lunch and Dinner, Saturday Dinner, Sunday
Presentation Dinner and Monday farewell breakfast.
For children under 10 this fee will now be $80 per
child and meal selection will be from the Childrens
Menu.
All accommodation has been reserved at Mclaren Vale
Motel & Apartments. Accommodation Bookings are to
be made direct to the motel. Please state that you are
attending the P76 National Meeting when making a
booking.
To Register please notify the Events Coordinator
Dianne Bray of your intention to attend Email
npbray@hotmail.com or mail 24 Elijah Street
Morphett Vale SA 5162 and complete the registration
form.

Members are reminded that 2014/15 membership
fees are due and payable by the 31st Aug 2013 for
your continued Membership of the P76 Owners Club.
Current Members who have not paid their 1014/15
subscription by the 31st Aug will not receive any
further issues of Anything but Average beyond this
issue
Contact the Registrar Rachel Walker to fix up your
subscription her details are inside the front cover of
this magazine. The Banking details for the payment of
Subscriptions by EFT are also provided on the inside
cover. If making a payment by EFT please ensure that
you use something that will identify you as the payee
in the transaction description.
The club is currently holding $60 from an
unknown member who payed by EFT on the
17/6/14.
If you have paid by EFT in June and have not
received an acknowledgement and membership
card from Rachel please contact her as this
payment may be from you.

A revised SA Club Registration form that reflects the
cost changes is distributed with this newsletter.

Letters to the Editor
Australia’s Biggest P76
Seller
…was Myles Motors, Deakin Ave, Mildura.
I don’t know the number they sold, but the story behind
the sales is interesting. Linda and I moved to Mildura in
May, 1975 to start what was to be our 25 year motel

career. I naturally started getting my car serviced at the
local Leyland dealership (they still sold mini’s). They
seemed to be a reliable workshop, and had plenty of
experience due to the large number of P76’s they had
sold. (And if you weren’t happy there, and wanted to go
to another dealer, it was a very long drive!)
I learnt that the reason they sold so many P’s was the
big boot! You see, in those days, there were many dried
fruit
(grape) growers around Mildura. After they
harvested their sultanas and raisins, they used to dry
them on long, multi level chicken wire racks, to dry in
the sun. When the fruit dried and fell to the bottom, it
was packed into what was known as “sweat boxes”.

These were about 100cm long, 60cm wide and 30 cm
high, and guess what – you can stack 3 of these in a P76
boot, and shut the lid!
So the local “blockies” as they were known (because
they lived on dried fruit blocks, which were laid out as
part of the post war Soldier Settlement Scheme)
changed their Holden/Ford/Valiant station wagons for the
superior Leyland sedan – it looked so much better when
taking mama and the family to church and elsewhere,
and could still be used on the block. .
I never heard if the local spring business got any work
boosting the P springs!
But there was a sequel to Myle’s sales success. In
Mildura’s warm climate (more hours of sun than the Gold
Coast), apparently every V8 P76 sold soon turned up at
Constable’s Radiator Service in 7th Street, and had a
Holden Statesman 3 core radiator fitted.
It fitted
perfectly, holes and all, after they removed the top tank,
chopped off an inch, then put the tank back on.
Mine was done 3 weeks after we arrived in Mildura, plus
the Leyland radiator overflow tank!
I later met Mrs Myles at our motel in Victor Harbour. She
was sad (bitter?) at what happened to the Leyland P76.
As top dealer, the Myles’ were given at free trip to
England with other top dealers after the cars’ first
anniversary. She said that she heard rumours on that
trip that the cars’ future was in doubt. That was months
before David Abel from Leyland HO arrived in Australia,
and within 2 weeks Leyland announced the end of
production.
Today, Myles Motors is Hutchinsons Motors and sells
Mitsubishi/VW/Kia/Great Wall.

The Black Governator
Just a quick update on my project; Restoration of the the
Former Tasmanian Governor’s, Factory Black Executive.
Frithy’s Believe it or Not
Sir Stanley Charles Burbury, KCMG, KCVO,KBE (3
December 1909 – 24 April 1995) was an Australian jurist.
He was the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of
Tasmania, and the first Australian-born person appointed
as Governor of Tasmania 1973–82 so he must have once
sat in “Frithys Governator”

The car has been
stripped
and
blasted for Body
repairs and I am
in the process of
removing rusted
sections
and
repairing.
The
strip back has
revealed
a
number of “swiss
cheese” sections
on the car all of
which must be
repaired
with
new metal.
So Far I have had to replace the floor, front apron
firewall sections and repair sections of the pillar
lower rear guard. I have had to repair some of
rusted sections with sections cut from a donor
Unfortunately the donor car was Spanish Olive.

and
and
the
car.

John Beattie
Below - The remains of an Am I Blue Super found
in Mildura 2010 (Note Casino Blue Interior) I
Wonder if it was sold by Myles Motors????

“No matter how
hard you try you
cannot
get
the
stain out of the
metal”.
I hope to have this
car fully restored
in time for the SA
Nationals;
Must
get the Spanish
olive out of it any
suggestions?
Andy Frith

Editors Comment This is
likened
to
a
line
from
Shakespeare’s MacBeth, “Out
Damn Spot” the stain that
eventually drove Lady Macbeth
Insane. I would recommend an
Industrial Nappy wash powder
which I think should work

P76 Archeology
There has been a number of cars appearing on Ebay
lately with some interesting specimens.
This Corinthian Blue Executive 076 B4S4A44-1071
DOM 5/73 was sold of a few hundred dollars and was
located in Lilydale Victoria. The car is said to be good for
parts, features an Black Executive Interior but is
probably not restorable given the amount of structural
rust. The car was previously not listed in the National
Data Base

This Bitter Apricot 4 Speed Super was for sale as a one
owner with 39,000 miles on the clock. The car was
originally purchased in May 1974 from Regent Motors in
Essendon North. A Morris Marina LDL162 (believed to be
Spanish Olive), was traded in on this car which was
purchased for $5045. The original owner says the car
has been stored for 35 Years.

This Crystal White V8 2 Spd Manual Deluxe 076
D4S2N44-17962 has a Casino Blue interior (Poverty
Pack) The car was located in Ballarat Victoria.
The interesting thing is the VIN Number. 076X4S3M4415232 DOM 4/74. There is some debate about this but
there has been an opinion that the X in the VIN signifies
experimental and that cars with this designation were
used by the Product Development Department. If you
have some information or opinion on this please write to
the editor to promote discussion through this magazine

These two Targa Florio also appeared on Ebay recently
O76E4S3A4417962 Omega Navy – Being Sold in
South Australia, Previously Owned in NSW as listed in
National Data Base. This car appears to be in fairly good
condition

Four digit serial numbers prior to March 1974 had prefix
A4S3 for Manual and B4S3 for Auto Super. The ident
plate clearly shown a VIN which appears to be a hybrid
between the before and after scenarios.
I checked the National Data base but was unable to find
any other listed VIN numbers with this numbering
configuration
If anyone out there has any comments or can shed any
light I would be happy to hear and publish your
knowledge or theories in the next issue

Jamie Borg member from Bairnsdale Victoria
supplied this advertisement for the sale of 3
specially hand finished Vehicle that were prepared
for the British Motor Museum.
There were four vehicles in total but only one of
these took its place in the Museum. If anyone has
information about these vehicles, (whether they
are still around, where they are, Vin Numbers ) the
Editor would love to hear from you.

O76E4S3A4418117 Nutmeg Targa–Not
Listed in the National Data Base

previously

Tassy Member Andrew Farrelly has recently acquired a
new addition to his fleet a Peel me a Grape V8 four
speed super which he saved from its resting place in
NSW. Andrew says it needs some TLC, it has a blown
motor little rust and a cooked interior however never the
less Andrew is determined to restore it to its former
glory going forward (Meaning its in the que behind his
current P76 projects)
What is interesting about this vehicle is the Vin Number
076 A4S3M4414809 DOM 3/74. The car clearly has a
five digit serial number which until now I always believed
had prefix D4S3 for Manual Super and E4S3 for Auto
Super post the change from 4 to 5 digits on the serial
number.

Coming Events/Social
Pages
The social calendar for the next 6 months has been put
together by the Social Secretary. In the following Social
pages it is intended that we will provide details of
Gazetted Club Events, Other events that may be of local
interest to individual members and Swap meets. Please
bear in mind that this is a living document and may be
revised as the year progresses.

SWAP MEETS
Shepparton
Swap Meet,
VIC
14 Sept 2014

When/Where
SHEPPARTON
SHOWGROUNDS,
HIGH STREET,
SHEPPARTON
7:30 AM - 2:00 PM

Ballan Swap
Meet, VIC
28 Sept 2014

BALLAN
RACECOURSE,
RACECOURSE ROAD,
BALLAN
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Launceston
Spring Swap
Meet, TAS
28 Sept 2014

WILLIS STREET
COUNCIL CAR PARK,
LAUNCESTON NEXT
TO NATIONAL
AUTOMOBILE
MUSEUM OF
TASMANIA
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

The object is to provide you with sufficient knowledge of
upcoming club events. It is intended that separate flyers
with details or specific information will be sent to
members prior to the event
Vic/Tas member are invited to provide details of events
that may not necessarily be listed in our social calendar
that you think will be of interest to the local
membership.

Leyland P76 Owners Club of
Victoria & Tasmania
2014/2015 Club Event
Schedule

Sunday 14 Sept 2014 9am to 2 pm
Car & Bike Show Beaumauris Concourse Meeting 9am, at Cheltenham McDonalds on Nepean Hwy/Centre Road
Cheltenham. (Next to Southland Shopping centre). 9:30am departure to
Nth Concourse in Beaumaris for car display. Beaumaris is approximately
a ten minute drive from Cheltenham. Car entry is $5.00 which goes
towards the Beaumaris Rotary Club community projects.
Please note that Nth Concourse is a one way street and entry must be
via East Concourse.

Sunday 25th October 9am-3:45pm
Day Trip to Puckapunyal and Tooborac Meeting at 9am at Ford Performance Racing Display 4/40 Glenbarry
Road Campbellfield. Itinerary 9:30am Departure to Puckapunyal on
Hume Freeway. 11:00am Arrival at RAAC Memorial & Army Tank
Museum at Hopkins Barracks on Beersheba Rd.
Please note full enclosed footwear must be worn (No Thongs). All
persons over the age of 16 must produce photo ID on entry.
Adults/kids $8.50ea entry (Group rate 15 people $5.00ea entry
available)
12:30pm Depart to Tooborac Hotel and Brewery on the Northern Hwy
Tooborac. 1:00pm Arrival at Tooborac Hotel for lunch/Octoberfest
Festival. 2:30pm Depart Tooborac Hotel for Melbourne on Northern Hwy.
3:45pm Arrival Melbourne.

Details
Entry fee $5 with
children under 14
free. Full catering
onsite. Gates open
for
stall
holders
6.30am, 7.30am for
lookers
The
Ballan Swap
Meet caters for all
makes and models
of
vintage
and
classic vehicles plus
motor cycle, 4WD
and
motor
sport
performance
equipment including
all
types
of
memorabilia
and
cars for sale. Entry
for Lookers $5, free
parking.
The Spring 2014
Swap
Meet
is
Tasmania’s
largest
Swap Meet.

7th December 10am-3pm
BMC Grand Day Out Sunday
Bundoora Park Plenty Road Bundoora VIC Free Entry Just great BMC-Leyland cars, great people and a great day out.
Rocker Cover Racing Championship. This event may be to venue for the Clubs Annual Concourse to be advised

Sunday 22nd February 9am
RACV Classic Showcase - AOMC and RACV Venue - Mornington Racecourse, Racecourse Rd Mornington
Admission: Display cars (driver + passengers) - $15 Spectators; $8.00

Sunday 15th March 2015 Day Trip to Trafalgar
9:00am Depart Melbourne (Location not set yet).
10:30am Arrival at Trafalgar Holden Museum at 69 Waterloo Road Trafalgar.
(Awaiting more Information, opening hours & entry fees).

Leyland P76 Easter National Meeting Friday 3rd-Sunday 6th April 2015
Mclaren Vale South Australia

Other General Interest Events

La página de Presidentes
And now for my first President's page following the AGM, where all of the
old committee and one new member of the committee were elected. The new
committee member is Andrew Griffith who has joined us as our new Social
Secretary. Welcome Andrew.
The AGM went well, and my thanks to those members of the club that made
the effort to attend. It was a little disappointing in that so very few members
joined us at the East Malvern RSL. We barely made the quorum numbers. All
the committee members gave their reports and I am pleased to inform you that
financially the club is financially very sound, both in terms of cash and the
value of spares we hold. This is excellent and paves the way for the
acquisition of more “rare” spares into the future; and I know that Brian Carte
has some big plans this coming year. The club is also growing in numbers
which is most encouraging as it ensures that the club will continue into the
future. There are a number of P76 restoration projects underway within the
club and I look forward to seeing these completed.
Andrew is already at work developing a social program for all of us to enjoy.
Please turn up and enjoy our events and meet other members of the club to
share tales and tips about our great car. The committee works hard on your
behalf and it is disheartening when we get so little response from members.
Club Constitution
The new club constitution was passed unanimously at the AGM with one
small amendment which will require the committee to advise all members when the committee authorises a
significant purchase or sale of items above a prescribed level. The amended constitution will now be sent to
the Department of Consumer Affairs for release. Once that has happened a copy of the new constitution will
be sent out to all members.
Club Activities and Functions
I have asked Andrew to develop a program of events to cover the next twelve months which we will send out
to all members. This will act as our plan for social activities, and which will assist Andrew to put the events
into practise. There will be a variety of car shows that will be club events; driving tours to interesting spots in
Victoria; and of course we will have news about the 2015 National Meeting being run by the South Australian
Club in McLarenvale. We do want our club to be well represented at this important P76 event, and it will be a
lot of fun. Martin did put details in the last magazine, and I will ask him to continue to do this into the future.
We need to have registrations to the SA club by the end of September. If you need help, give one of the
committee a call or better an email. We will likely travel as a group again as we did for the Canberra event
last year, so we will put out details closer to the event.
Well we have all put our committee harnesses back on, and I know that with your support we can continue to
improve our club over the next twelve months. The cars 40th year was most successful, and we now need to
work on getting to the 50th anniversary.
Safe Driving
Ken

Member Articles
That Old Fuel Pump.....By Les Kobylinski
Technology and electronics move on but a lot of our Ps are still running mechanical fuel pumps. Now that isn't
always a problem in itself but when the mechanical ones die, they cost more to fix and replace than installing a new
electronic pump. This was a decision I had to make because after a few years of not driving my P very much, I
wasn't getting any fuel in the carby.
I tried the usual tricks such as jacking up the rear end for more gravity assistance and disconnecting it at the carby
to see if there is any fuel there. Zilch. Nothing.
The other reason I decided to go for the electric one, is that the mechanical version has a full factory featured built
in oil leak. There is no way that the mechanical pump will ever seal short of welding it to the block. Our cars were
criticised for a lot of reasons and oil leaks don't need to be one of them. The part I used to cover the mechanical
pump hole was a cover from a VK/VL Commodore red motor which also no longer uses a mechanical fuel pump.
Like all electronics, the price of fuel pumps from the basic pulse or Facet types to rotary ones are very economically
priced. Notwithstanding the benefits of a low priced solution, I also needed an installation which would switch off the
pump if the car stalled or was involved in an accident and a fuel line was damaged. The thought of a fuel pump
happily pumping fuel whilst I may be trapped and potentially barbecued doesn't thrill me at all. I have no objection
to cremation but not while I'm still alive.
After many hours of looking at wiring diagrams, opinions and various switching options and solutions, and not being
very experienced in installing electrics, I decided to go for the least expensive option, because if I blew something
up, it wouldn't be one of those "AAAAAAARGHHH......." moments. Or if the setup didn’t work, I wouldn’t be
wondering what had I stuffed up. So I bought generic Facet type fuel pump for $30 on eBay.
The other parts that need to be purchased were a relay, the safety switch, cabling, fuses and connectors, details of
which are:
- Gastec LPG safety switch $38 on eBay from www.partsonline.com.au

- 30A Horn Relay, standard 4 pin

$6 from Jaycar

- cabling, 5 metres, black/red 4 mm $14

on eBay

- fuses, fuse holders and connectors $20 from Jaycar
- other things came from my garage/parts collection, eg.,rubber mounts,
screws,

self tapping

- plumber's joint sealing tape.
The next question to be decided was pump location. Logically the closer to the fuel tank
outlet the better but this isn't a straight forward approach in the P because of the suspension parts and other things
that get in the way. After consulting with a mechanic friend with years of experience with Ps, his recommendation
was to locate the pump on the sill on passenger's side under the front door. The floor rises under the front seat so
there is a neat cavity where the pump can be located and the pump can easily be replaced if it fails. This is very
important as there is nothing worse than having a complicated or difficult repair by the side of the road or having a
mechanic in a faraway place who has no idea or has never had any experience with old cars trying to get you going
again. It is also easy to bolt on a protective cover to stop rocks and other objects causing damage.
So now I was ready for surgery. The most important tool for this part of the job is the fuel line cutter. It's a small
clamp with a sharp wheel which will cut fuel or brake lines NEATLY and EASILY. The best few dollars I've ever
invested.
Installation was quite straightforward, except for the discomfort of lying on my back and working in a confined
space. I only mention this because I’m getting old and like to complain about it.
-

The fuel pump filter was attached to the pump and the short rubber hoses at each end with clamps

-

A section of the fuel line was cut out to accommodate the pump assembly

-

holes were marked for mounting screws (self tappers) and rubber mounts, and drilled, and the pump fitted.

It goes without saying that when the fuel line is cut, petrol may flow out and that can be dangerous. My approach
was to do this job when the
tank was low in fuel and I
made a cap for the cut line
using a short piece of rubber
line and a bolt in one end. In
addition, the front of the car
was lifted as high as possible
and supported with jack stands
which provided good working
access and with the fuel in the
line flowing back to the tank.
Now for the wiring. I earthed
the black wire from the pump
to the lower self tapping screw
and continued the earth wire to
the relay, which would then be
earthed
to
the
negative
connection on the battery. Am
I paranoid about earth connections, or what? When it comes to the fuel pump, believe me for obvious reasons. The
pump connected to the relay and safety switch appear below.

As everything is labelled, ie., there are 4 pins on the relay numbered 30, 85, 86 and 87. The connections are as
follows.
-

Red wire from pump to Pin 87 on relay

-

Black wire from pump to earth(s)

-

Pin 30 on relay directly to battery positive protected with an inline 20A fuse

-

Pin 85 on relay to earth

-

Pin 86 on relay to Gas Valve pin on safety switch

-

Pin +12v on safety switch to the 4th pin on the fuse box (16 amp switched power for instruments, switch &
stop lights)

-

Pin labelled Pulse on safety switch to –ve terminal on the coil also protected with an inline 2A fuse

-

The mounting screw on the safety switch is also the earth connection

At this stage mounted in the
car, the wiring doesn’t look
very tidy but it is only a
temporary setup. It will all
be coming out again as the
car is soon going to be
repainted with as much as
possible of the rust removed.
The wonderful thing was it all
worked! First time. The
engine started and ran. I
tested the safety mechanism
by switching the engine off
and leaving the ignition on.
The pump dutifully stopped.
Pulse pumps being relatively
noisy can be heard as they
switch on and off, perfect for
proving
the
proof
of
operation
Nothing actually blew up
although upon checking, I
found a fuel leak from the
pump. If you do choose this
or any type of pump where components are screwed rather than clamped, plumber's Teflon joint sealing tape must
be used otherwise fuel can leak past the joints
Yes it is a real pleasure to hear the engine run smoothly and stop and start consistently. Driving the car again also
hit a sweet spot.
Finally, I intend to change the pump to a quieter model and this will take some research. The pump I bought not
only had a pumping pulse noise but the pump mechanism also rattled against the pump body. It sounded like
someone under the car banging the floor with a hammer.
Although it is a piston pump, the model I am thinking of using in future is a New Zealand made Fuel flow #20 pump
which has all the right specs and their blurb claims quiet operation and it is made of plastic which would overcome
the problem I had with the cheap pulse pump.
If anyone is happy to pass on their experiences with fuel pumps especially quiet ones, I’d be happy to hear about it.
Please email me at leskoby@gmail.com

Les Kobylinski

P76 Targa Florio 40th Anniversary A Peport by Damiem Stein
MOTTO FARM, RAYMOND TERRACE NSW 7-9 JUNE 2014
Day one.
Shortly after lunch on Thursday 5th, I finished my final checks over the Pee and turned the wheel Newcastle bound,
heading out from my home town of Warracknabeal. The first stop was at the folks place in Bendigo for a quick
coffee.
I have ventured up the Hume before, but this was the first time I’d travelled it since all the towns had been
bypassed. I was expecting a fairly boring trip but the rumble of the 4.4 and the sounds of AM radio kept me
entertained for hours along with thumbs up from other drivers and nods from motorcyclists which I proudly
acknowledged with similar gestures in return.
With the thermos full of coffee and a few snacks I kept going well into darkness. Hours later, I wheeled off the
freeway at Tarcutta (roughly half way between Melbourne and Sydney) for fuel, a watery coffee refill and a cold and
chewy chicko roll. It was raining lightly by this time and I was thankful that I'd remembered to change the wiper
blades. The new clear lens high beams I had recently installed were doing their job and making night driving a lot
less straining on the eyes than the dull orange of the original lights.

Several hours on, I was skirting around Goulburn. There was still a bit of misty rain around and was getting late into
the night so I decided to look for a good spot to roll out the swag. After passing up on the first two road side stops I
came across (too close to the freeway) I pulled into one close to the town of Berrima. There were a few other cars
pulled up there for the night so I found a park and set up camp.
Day two.
The morning started with this. What a nice surprise. Fill her up please Mrs Coffee maker.
Recharged with an early morning 'good' coffee, I
headed off in the drizzling rain for Sydney. The
meeting point in Sydney for the city contingent was at
the Owners Club of NSW President Steve Maher's
home. Here I met a number of NSW club members
and my room mate for the weekend, Keith Gillian, also
the 4 members from the WA club.
We departed Steve's home and made our way
northward. Not far north of the Hawkesbury River the
heavens opened. Apart from a wet throttle sneaker the
car stayed water tight and we made our way to a
roadside stop for lunch.
The rain had eased somewhat as we crossed the
Hunter River then shortly after found us at Raymond
Terrace and Moto Farm, our base for the weekend.
Here we enjoyed a meet and greet BBQ tea and drinks
and discussed the weekends activities, before it was
time to call it a night.
Day three.
Saturday morning we set off for Williamtown to visit
Fighter World. We grabbed the photo opportunity with
the three Targa Florio colours then toured the museum
which consisted of many wartime aircraft used by the
RAAF.
I had the pleasure to share a lunch table at the
museum cafe with the great John Bryson and his wife,
also the senior engineer of Leyland at the time of the
P76, Alan Nicholson and his wife. If only I could
remember half of the things they told me. All were
friendly and easy people to talk to. John's son Matt
Bryson joined us for lunch too.
Shortly after the group divided in half with some opting to visit Tanilba House for tea and scones while the other
more adventurous ones headed for a bit of Go Kart action.
Light rain all day made the slick tyred go karts a heap of fun on the outdoor track. I took the fastest lap and
bragging rights in the wet race, with Matt Bryson taking out race 2 on a drying track. I was quick to point out to my
wife that I had out driven the navigator of the 2013 Peking to Paris Rally winning P76. It surely had to count for
something.
After the karts, it was back to Moto Farm for dinner, with our guest speakers being John Bryson and Alan Nicolson.
John spoke of his rallying past as a navigator and of course the 1974 World Cup Rally with Evan Green as the driver.
Alan told us of his days at Leyland from his rise through the ranks from the youngest Senior engineer in Australian
automotive manufacturing to the testing and development of the P76 through to the demise of Leyland Australia.
The night was finished with an auction of various P76 related paraphernalia with some of these items fetching up to
several hundred dollars.

Day four.
After breakfast we all lined up for the start of an observation run around the Hunter Valley. The run was to take us
via some places of interest in the area. I'm sure the planned route was a good drive but as I was flying solo reading
the notes proved a tad difficult. Unsure if it was the second or third turn that I missed, I lost my way. Oh well, the
coordinates were punched into the GPS and I proceeded to find my own way to the final destination. The place in
question was the Pepper Tree Winery at Pokolbin. Even though I only followed the GPS the drive was very enjoyable
with plenty of hills and turns to keep me entertained.
The Winery was beautiful and a perfect setting for the
show and shine that was to follow after lunch. With
about 15 P76's and 1 Force7V on the lawn, we had lunch
allowing the general public to wander around admiring
the cars.
An ex-Leyland salesman was invited to speak and
entertained us with his stories of selling P76s. It was
interesting to hear from a sales perspective instead of
Leyland Management and media reports of the time. His
biggest problem with the P76 was supply. He said that in
early '73, in one month he had up to 30 orders. After
three months less then 10% of the customers had
received their vehicle, with the majority of the remaining
orders being cancelled. Such was the troubled times at
Leyland Australia.
The afternoon saw us head to Noel and Leonne Delforce's home for a BBQ dinner. Noel was a former fitter machinist
and worked in the Experimental Department for Leyland Australia. He had a hand in building the engines for the
1967 and '68 Bathurst class winning Minis as well as building the engine for the P76 World Cup Rally Car.
With the cars lined up on the front lawn we sat down to
a nice meal and finished the night with the presentations
of the awards for the show and shine, observation run
and the raffle for the weekend. I walked away with a
lucky door prize and a raffle win, one prize being a coffee
mug with a picture of the World Cup Rally Car signed by
John Bryson himself!!
After this we all went our separate ways with some
opting for a game of 10 Pin Bowling others snuck back to
the motel for an early night.
Day five.
A trip out to the Maitland Gaol was the last event for the
weekend. I decided I'd rather make tracks and head
homeward so I said my goodbyes and was on the road
by approximately 9.30am. It was a very uneventful trip
home. The big Leyland cruised along without a problem
and I arrived home around 11pm.

Damien Stein

P76 Memorabilia
Curiously of Jamie Borg Bairnsdale Vic
When New Member Jamie Borg bought his Leyland P76 he discovered a treasure trove of old newspaper
articles and Leyland Documents that came with the car. He has sent copies of these to me and I will
bring to you a selection over the next few issues of ABA. The first article is an advertisement placed in a
1973 Newspaper Entitled “Leyland P76 vs the Big 3 – Most times we Win sometimes We Loose”.

CLASSIFIEDS
Parts Trader
Parts for Sale
Windscreens -The Victorian Club has new Laminated
Windscreens in stock priced at $185 Ea. Please contact
Brian Carte (Parts and Tech).
Z295 V8 Air Filter Cartridges – We have a stock of
original fit airfilters for sale at $35 each. These are no
longer being manufactured by RYCO Please contact
Brian Carte (Parts and Tech).
V8 Ignition Points- The club has recently managed to
procure the a number of P76 V8 Points. There is mixture
of Echlin CS217V, Repco L20, Bosch GL27 contact sets.
These are available to Members Only. If you want a set
Please contact Brian Carte (Parts and Tech).
Pedders Front Strut Inserts- The club has managed to
purchase 5 additional sets of front Strut inserts from
Pedders. These are the last available from the batch
produced instigated by the P76 National Council. These
inserts are available to Vic Members only at $350/pair If
you would like a set Please contact Brian Carte Parts
and Tech
P76 V8 Engine Main Bearing Sets . With the closure
of ACL the Club has made a last ditch purchase of engine
bearing sets for the P76 V8 Engine.

If you want one please call Nick on 0418882043.

Under Bonnet and Front End Decal Set. The Vic club
has reproduced the underbonnet Decals ideal for that
restoration of the engine bay where invarably the
original decals are damaged or destroyed on removal.
The decals are printed on Metalic Silver and include;
•

Type Pressure Chart

•

Emmissions Control Label

•

Radiator Coolant Label . Both Types

•

Hot Run Tested and Electronically Tuned Label

•

Warning Label – Alternator Fitted with Negative
Earth

•

Front
Guard
side
Badge
Replacement
Exec/Leyland/Super/Deluxe and Six/V-Eight

Bearings are available in .010 and .020 oversize at $130
per set Please contact Brian Carte Parts and Tech
Byer Protection Plan Decals
I have just received a new run of 30 odd buyer
protection plan decals. This is the last run than can be
done on the printed negatives. only 30 were possible
before the negatives were scrap. The price is $30 each
with free packing and postage.

Due to the reflective surface the Decals are difficult to
photograph and appear blurred. Sold Items are good quality.

$20 per set If you want a set Please contact Brian
Carte Parts and Tech.
For Sale Leyland V8 Engine 44004078

Contact Martyn 0455342366 Location Lara Vic.

Now Available at Mentiplay Leyland
Engine complete except for water pump and starter.
Condition unknown but turns over OK ($400)
Contact Brian (Parts and Tech) Pick up from
Lara

Urethane Steering Couplings: $40
plus $5 postage and packaging

For Sale two Leyland 4 Speed Gearbox
Both gearboxes are condition unknown and therefore
suitable for reco. One gearbox comes with 6 cyl Bell
Housing ($250) the other without Bellhousing($150).
Contact Brian Carte (Parts and Tech)

Contact James Mentiplay
Mentiplay Leyland
Phone: 0408 918 127
Email: leylandp76@westnet.com.au
Anything But Expensive

V8 VRS Gasket Sets Come Complete with Valley Cover
gasket and rubber seals Limited Stock $250 Contact
Brian Carte (Parts and Tech)

Rebuilt Urethane Gearbox Mounts:
$170 plus $10 postage (exchange
basis only)

Parts Wanted
Original Leyland 8 track tape player
Please contact David 0409 675 648

VRS Gasket Set Conversion (Rover to P76) 60$
Contact Brian Carte (Parts and Tech)
Leyland P76 Executive Carpet Ginger Brown
New or Good S/H Please contact Bob 0409 160 116
2600 L6 Engine Short Motor Engine No. 26061024.
Engine is a Factory Replacement Short Motor but I am
unable to provide details of KM since reco. It has been
inhibited and stored for around 10-20 years.

Leyland P76 Executive Boot Carpet New or S/H
Please contact Bob 0409 160 116
Leyland P76 Super/Deluxe Boot Mat – Used but in
good condition for age. Please contact Ray Ikin 03
51766086

Engine available for pick up from LARA Vic
$300 ono Contact Martyn on 0455342366.

Parts wanted(1) Set of GC P76 Window Seals Inner @ Outer.
(2) Under Dash Conduit (Large size from Box to Vent) 1x
needed only.
(3) W/Screen Trim Front Top Section only x1 GC
(4) Original Boot Rubber Mat in GC
Contact Michael Hare Mob- 0401092265
Wire Headlight Accessory Guards for a Super
Contact Philip McCumisky

Vehicle Trader
076B4S3A442492
Aspen
Leyland P76 V8 Auto (1973)

Green

This car is the last P76 V8 Executive sold in South
Australia. The car sat on the show room floor for 11
months prior to being sold by Newport Motors, Hendra
South Australia. The car has had 3 to 4 owners
previously and when I bought it it had 85,000 on the
Clock.

2 Owners original Factory Air Conditioning/ original
books and number plate (ICJ-566) Full Registration. The
gearbox has been recently overhauled. dual fuel,
Overload rear springs with new shockers, radio cassette
player (Original Radio Available)
The Parchment Interior is in excellent condition and
there are minor rust spots externally. The under battery
tray has already been repaired.

Exterior and Parchment Executive Interior are in first
class condition, duco has been touched up prior to my
purchase. The car comes with all the original
documentation and a host of after market extras;
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

REAR VENETIANAN BLIND.
AN EXTERNAL FRONT METAL SUNVISOR.
FRONT AND REAR MUDFLAPS.
DRIVER’S SIDE TINTED WEATHER SHIELD.
AFTER MARKET CRUISE CONTROL.
FUEL SAVER EQUIPPED,
FORCE SEVEN STEERING WHEEL.
CAR RUNS RYCO Z9 FORD ENGINE OIL FILTER.
UNIFILTER LIFETIME ALL FOAM SELF SERVICE AIR FILTER.
NO FILTER RE-NEWALS REQUIRED.
10. ELECTRIC FUEL PUMP IN SERIES WITH THE ORIGINAL
MECHANICAL FUEL PUMP.
11. PASSENGER SIDE DOOR MIRROR

I had to re-commission the car after purchase with a
service of Brakes, fuel tank, filters etc. Car runs dual fuel
and the gas tank has been checked and updated. Car will
be sold with RWC and full Vic Registration
Car is always Garaged Everything works even the
Clock!!!! Offers over $9000
Phone
George
0351523953

“Scissor

hands”

The car is $9,750 Firm; no trade ins. If you are
interested Contact Owner 03 54842020 or M
0408842800

Hammond

Leyland P76 Executive Spanish Olive
076E4S4A44-17271 DOM 6-74-25
One must look past the colour to the beautiful Vehicle
within

Leyland P76 V8 Four Speed Super
Spanish
Olive.
076A4S3M441360.
DOM 11/73 Engine # 44161073
The car is a genuine 4 speed V8 with after market under
dash air conditioning and 5 Jelly Bean Mag alloy wheels.
The Parchment
trim is in good
condition with
only a minor
tear
in
the
front
seat.
Speedo reads
74,000.
The car has
been shedded
for 10-15 years
in Griffith NSW
and has only a
small amount of rust around the back window. Duco is
fair and requires refreshment.
Car has been mechanically services to recommission but
is sold without rego or roadworthy. The car requires only
minor work to put in RWC.

The car is $5,500 Firm; No Trade in. If you are
interested Contact Owner 03 54842020 or M
0408842800

Leyland P76 V8 Four Speed Super
Country Cream 076A4S3M44-1109
Engine # 4401-1174 DOM 8/73

In case

The car is body number 109 of a total build of 1047 four
speed V8. The car is believed to have travelled
136,000KM which cannot be verified but the vehicles
condition would indicate that it is a low mileage vehicle.
The car has never been in an accident has no rust and
was repainted in two pack paint in 1990 and has
excellent imperial leather super trim..

a laugh:

The car has a dual exhaust and comes naked with no
radio or console as original (No Holes in the dash/No
Speaker hole in the dash pad).

After every flight, Airline pilots fill out a form, called a
'Gripe Sheet' which tells mechanics about problems with
the aircraft. The mechanics correct the problems;
document their repairs on the form, and then pilots
review the Gripe Sheets before the next flight.

you need

from OTTO AUTOPILOT

Never let it be said that ground crews lack a sense of
humor. Here are some actual maintenance complaints
submitted by pilots (marked with a P) and the solutions
(marked with an S) recorded by maintenance engineers.
P: Left inside main tire almost needs replacement. S:
Almost replaced left inside main tire.
P: Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough S: Autoland not installed on this aircraft.
I believe I am the third owner of the car and since
owning I have updated the electrical to Bosch, installed
H4 Headlights, heavy earths, (banishing Lucas “The
Prince of Darkness”) and an electric fuel pump. Car has
been pressure washed underneath and coated with PRO
15.
Car comes with 5 new tyres, RWC and Registration The
car is $12,000 Firm; no trade ins. If you are interested
Contact
Owner
03
54842020
or
Mobile
0408842800.

You can advertise your vehicle IN HERE for
free
Please contact Editor at
martynp76hayes@gmail.com and provide a
short description

P: Something loose in cockpit. S: Something tightened in
cockpit.
P: Dead bugs on windshield. S: Live bugs on back-order.
P: Autopilot in altitude-hold mode produces a 200 feet
per minute descent. S: Cannot reproduce problem on
ground.
P: Evidence of leak on right main landing gear. S:
Evidence removed.
P: DME volume unbelievably loud. S: DME volume set to
more believable level.
P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. S: That's
what friction locks are for.
P: IFF inoperative in OFF
inoperative in OFF mode.

mode.

S:

IFF

always

P: Suspected crack in windshield. S: Suspect you're
right.

Please Include the VIN or Engine Number
and photos for your entry

P: Number 3 engine missing. S: Engine found on right
wing after brief search.

Items will be advertised for three months.
Contact the Editor to extend your
advertisement or to remove it if sold.

P: Aircraft handles funny...........S: Aircraft warned to
straighten up, fly right, and be serious.
P: Target radar hums. S: Reprogrammed target radar
with lyrics.
P: Mouse in cockpit. S: Cat installed

